
WAC 474-01-100  Exemptions.  (1) Records exempt from disclosure. 
Some records are exempt from disclosure, in whole or in part. If the 
office believes that a record is exempt from disclosure and should be 
withheld, the public records officer will state the specific exemption 
and provide a brief written explanation of why the record, or a por-
tion of the record, is being withheld. If only a portion of a record 
is exempt from disclosure, but the remainder is not exempt, the public 
records officer will redact the exempt portions, provide the nonexempt 
portions, and indicate to the requestor why portions of the record are 
being redacted.

(2) Protecting the rights of others. If records to be produced in 
response to a request contain information that may affect the rights 
of others, the public records officer may, prior to providing the re-
cords, give notice to such others whose rights may be affected by the 
disclosure. The notice to potentially affected persons may include a 
copy of the request.

(3) List of individuals. The office is prohibited by statute from 
disclosing a list of individuals for commercial purposes. The office 
will require a commercial purpose declaration prior to disclosing a 
list of individuals. A copy of the commercial purpose declaration may 
be provided to individuals potentially affected by release of the re-
cord if such individuals are notified as described in subsection (2) 
of this section.

(a) For the purpose of this subsection, individuals means natural 
persons; provided, however, that a list that includes natural persons 
and entities or organizations is considered a list of individuals.

(b) For the purpose of this subsection, commercial purposes means 
activities of a requestor or their affiliates which are reasonably an-
ticipated to result in the generation of revenue or be done for finan-
cial benefit.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 42.56.040, 42.56.070, and 42.56.100. WSR 
26-15-003, s 474-01-100, filed 7/2/26, effective 8/2/26; Order 2, § 
474-01-100, filed 7/30/74.]
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