
WAC 388-97-0180  Resident rights.  (1) The nursing home must meet 
the resident rights requirements of this section and those in the rest 
of the chapter.

(2) The resident has a right to a dignified existence, self-de-
termination, and timely communication with, and access to individuals 
and services inside and outside the nursing home, including but not 
limited to, state and local agencies, and long-term care ombuds.

(3) A nursing home must promote and protect the rights of each 
resident, including those with limited cognition or other barriers 
that limit the exercise of rights.

(4) The resident has the right to:
(a) Exercise their rights as a resident of the nursing home and 

as a citizen or resident of the United States. Refer to WAC 
388-97-0240;

(b) Be free of interference, coercion, discrimination, and repri-
sal from the nursing home in exercising their rights; and

(c) Not be asked or required to sign any contract or agreement 
that includes provisions to waive:

(i) Any resident right set forth in this chapter or in the appli-
cable licensing or certification laws; or

(ii) Any potential liability for personal injury or losses of 
personal property.

(5) The nursing home must take steps to safeguard residents and 
their personal property from foreseeable risks of injury or loss.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.20.090, 70.97.230, 70.128.040, chapters 
70.129, 74.42, and 74.39 RCW. WSR 25-16-099, s 388-97-0180, filed 
8/6/25, effective 9/6/25. Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.51 and 
74.42 RCW and 42 C.F.R. 489.52. WSR 08-20-062, § 388-97-0180, filed 
9/24/08, effective 11/1/08.]

Certified on 9/24/2025 WAC 388-97-0180 Page 1


		2025-09-24T08:38:49-0700
	Electronic transmittal




