
WAC 388-97-0160  Discharge or leave of a nursing facility resi-
dent.  (1) A nursing facility must send immediate written notification 
of the date of discharge or death of a medicaid resident to the de-
partment's local home and community service office.

(2) The nursing facility must:
(a) Notify the department of nursing facility discharge and read-

mission for all medicaid recipients admitted as hospital inpatients; 
and

(b) Document in the resident's clinical record all social/thera-
peutic leave exceeding twenty-four hours.

(3) The department will pay the nursing facility for a medicaid 
resident's social/therapeutic leave not to exceed a total of eighteen 
days per calendar year per resident.

(4) The department's home and community services may authorize 
social/therapeutic leave exceeding eighteen days per calendar year per 
resident when requested by the nursing facility or by the resident. In 
the absence of prior authorization from the department's home and com-
munity services, the department will not make payment to a nursing fa-
cility for leave days exceeding eighteen per calendar year per resi-
dent.

(5) An individual who is on social/therapeutic leave retains the 
status of a nursing facility resident.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 18.51 and 74.42 RCW and 42 C.F.R. 
489.52. WSR 08-20-062, § 388-97-0160, filed 9/24/08, effective 
11/1/08.]
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