
WAC 388-14A-3410  What amount does DCS use for the self-support 
reserve?  (1) When the division of child support (DCS) calculates and 
applies the self-support reserve, DCS:

(a) Uses the amount shown for a one-person family in the federal 
poverty guideline for the current year; and

(b) Multiplies that amount by 180%.
(2) The self-support reserve does not vary depending on whether 

or not the parent is responsible for shelter costs.
(3) An administrative law judge (ALJ) must calculate and apply 

the self-support reserve using the one-person family amount.
(4) The provisions of the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 

are not binding on the superior courts or tribal courts. Those tribu-
nals may use different methods for calculating and applying the self-
support reserve.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.20.040, 74.20A.055, 74.20A.310, and 
26.19.065. WSR 25-22-018, s 388-14A-3410, filed 10/24/25, effective 
1/1/26. Statutory Authority: RCW 26.09.105(17), 26.18.170(19), 
26.23.050(8), 26.23.110(14), 34.05.020, 34.05.060, 34.05.220, 
74.08.090, 74.20.040, 74.20A.055(9), and 74.20A.056(11). WSR 
11-12-006, § 388-14A-3410, filed 5/19/11, effective 6/19/11.]
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