WAC 365-195-925 Criteria for demonstrating "special considera-
tion" has been given to conservation or protection measures necessary
to preserve or enhance anadromous fisheries. (1) RCW 36.70A.172 (1)
imposes two distinct but related requirements on counties and cities.
Counties and cities must include the "best available science" when de-
veloping policies and development regulations to protect the functions
and values of critical areas, and counties and cities must give "spe-
cial consideration" to conservation or protection measures necessary
to preserve or enhance anadromous fisheries. Local governments should
address both requirements in RCW 36.70A.172(1) when developing their
records to support their critical areas policies and development regu-
lations.

(2) To demonstrate compliance with RCW 36.70A.172 (1), a county or
city adopting policies and development regulations to protect critical
areas should include in the record evidence that it has given "special
consideration" to conservation or protection measures necessary to
preserve or enhance anadromous fisheries. The record should be devel-
oped using the criteria set out in WAC 365-195-900 through 365-195-925
to ensure that conservation or protection measures necessary to pre-
serve or enhance anadromous fisheries are grounded in the best availa-
ble science.

(3) Conservation or protection measures necessary to preserve or
enhance anadromous fisheries include measures that protect habitat im-
portant for all life stages of anadromous fish, including, but not
limited to, spawning and incubation, juvenile rearing and adult resi-
dence, Jjuvenile migration downstream to the sea, and adult migration
upstream to spawning areas. Special consideration should be given to
habitat protection measures based on the best available science rele-
vant to stream flows, water quality and temperature, spawning sub-
strates, instream structural diversity, migratory access, estuary and
nearshore marine habitat quality, and the maintenance of salmon prey
species. Conservation or protection measures can include the adoption
of interim actions and long-term strategies to protect and enhance
fisheries resources.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 36.70A.190 (4) (b) . WSR 00-16-064, N
365-195-925, filed 7/27/00, effective 8/27/00.]
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