
WAC 182-535-1350  Payment methodology for dental-related serv-
ices.  The agency uses the description of dental services described in 
the American Dental Association's Current Dental Terminology (CDT), 
and the American Medical Association's Physician's Current Procedural 
Terminology (CPT).

(1) For covered dental-related services provided to eligible cli-
ents, the agency pays dentists and other eligible providers on a fee-
for-service or contractual basis, subject to the exceptions and re-
strictions listed under WAC 182-535-1100 and 182-535-1400.

(2) The agency sets maximum allowable fees for dental services as 
follows:

(a) The agency's historical reimbursement rates for various pro-
cedures are compared to usual and customary charges.

(b) The agency consults with representatives of the provider com-
munity to identify program areas and concerns that need to be ad-
dressed.

(c) The agency consults with dental experts and public health 
professionals to identify and prioritize dental services and proce-
dures for their effectiveness in improving or promoting dental health.

(d) Legislatively authorized vendor rate increases and/or ear-
marked appropriations for dental services are allocated to specific 
procedures based on the priorities identified in (c) of this subsec-
tion and considerations of access to services.

(e) Larger percentage increases may be given to those procedures 
which have been identified as most effective in improving or promoting 
dental health.

(f) Budget-neutral rate adjustments are made as appropriate based 
on the agency's evaluation of utilization trends, effectiveness of in-
terventions, and access issues.

(3) The agency pays eligible fee-for-service providers listed in 
WAC 182-535-1070 for conscious sedation with parenteral and multiple 
oral agents, or for general anesthesia when the provider meets the 
criteria in this chapter and other applicable WAC. For clients enrol-
led in an agency-contracted managed care organization (MCO), the cli-
ent's MCO pays for dental prescriptions.

(4) Dental hygienists who have a contract with the agency are 
paid at the same rate as dentists who have a contract with the agency, 
for services allowed under the Dental Hygienist Practice Act.

(5) Licensed denturists who have a contract with the agency are 
paid at the same rate as dentists who have a contract with the agency, 
for providing dentures and partials.

(6) The agency makes fee schedule changes whenever the legisla-
ture authorizes vendor rate increases or decreases.

(7) The agency may adjust maximum allowable fees to reflect 
changes in services or procedure code descriptions.

(8) The agency does not pay separately for chart or record setup, 
or for completion of reports, forms, or charting. The fees for these 
services are included in the agency's reimbursement for comprehensive 
oral evaluations or limited oral evaluations.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 41.05.021 and 41.05.160. WSR 20-08-103, § 
182-535-1350, filed 3/30/20, effective 4/30/20. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 41.05.021 and 2013 2nd sp.s. c 4 § 213. WSR 14-08-032, § 
182-535-1350, filed 3/25/14, effective 4/30/14. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 41.05.021. WSR 12-09-081, § 182-535-1350, filed 4/17/12, effective 
5/18/12. WSR 11-14-075, recodified as § 182-535-1350, filed 6/30/11, 
effective 7/1/11. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.04.050, 74.04.057, 
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74.08.090, 74.09.530, 2003 1st sp.s. c 25, P.L. 104-191. WSR 
03-19-080, § 388-535-1350, filed 9/12/03, effective 10/13/03. Statuto-
ry Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 74.09.035, 74.09.500, 74.09.520, 42 
U.S.C. 1396d(a), 42 C.F.R. 440.100 and 440.225. WSR 02-13-074, § 
388-535-1350, filed 6/14/02, effective 7/15/02. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 74.08.090, 74.09.035, 74.09.520 and 74.09.700, 42 U.S.C. 1396d(a), 
C.F.R. 440.100 and 440.225. WSR 99-07-023, § 388-535-1350, filed 
3/10/99, effective 4/10/99. Statutory Authority: Initiative 607, 1995 
c 18 2nd sp.s. and 74.08.090. WSR 96-01-006 (Order 3931), § 
388-535-1350, filed 12/6/95, effective 1/6/96.]
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