
WAC 173-220-080  Public access to information.  (1) In accordance 
with chapter 42.17 RCW, the department shall make records relating to 
NPDES permits available to the public for inspection and copying.

(2) The department shall protect any information (other than in-
formation on the effluent) contained in its NPDES permit records as 
confidential upon a showing by any person that such information, if 
made public, would divulge methods or processes entitled to protection 
as trade secrets of such person.

(3) Any information accorded confidential status, whether or not 
contained in an application form, shall be disclosed, upon request, to 
the regional administrator.

(4) The department shall provide facilities for the inspection of 
information relating to NPDES permits and shall insure that employees 
honor requests for such inspection promptly without undue requirements 
or restrictions. The department shall either (a) insure that a machine 
or device for the copying of papers and documents is available for a 
reasonable fee, or (b) otherwise provide for or coordinate with copy-
ing facilities or services such that requests for copies of nonconfi-
dential documents may be honored promptly.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 90.54.020 and chapter 90.48 RCW. WSR 
88-22-059 (Order 88-9), § 173-220-080, filed 11/1/88. Statutory Au-
thority: RCW 90.48.035 and 90.48.260. WSR 82-24-078 (Order DE 82-39), 
§ 173-220-080, filed 12/1/82; Order DE 74-1, § 173-220-080, filed 
2/15/74.]
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