
WAC 16-302-040  Varieties eligible for seed certification in 
Washington state.  (1) Only seed varieties that are accepted as merit-
ing seed certification by an appropriate AOSCA National Variety Review 
Board or a member agency of AOSCA in accordance with the criteria lis-
ted below may be eligible for seed certification in Washington state. 
The following items (see Federal Seed Act at 7 C.F.R. § 201.68) or 
their equivalent (from national/international programs) must be made 
available by the originator, developer, owner, or agent when eligibil-
ity for certification is requested:

(a) The name of the variety or its experimental designation(s). 
This name must be the established name if the variety has previously 
been marketed.

(b) A statement concerning the variety's origin and the breeding 
procedure used in its development.

(c) A detailed description of the morphological, physiological, 
and other characteristics of the plants and seed that distinguish it 
from other varieties.

(d) Evidence supporting the identity of the variety, such as com-
parative yield data, insect and disease resistance, improved end-use 
traits or other factors supporting the identity of the variety. These 
claims must be supported by data and statistics commonly recognized as 
supporting science-based decisions.

(e) A statement giving the suggested region of probable adapta-
tion and purposes for which the variety is used.

(f) A description of the procedure for maintenance of stock seed 
classes, including the number of generations through which the variety 
can be multiplied.

(g) A description of the manner in which the variety is constitu-
ted when a particular cycle of reproduction or multiplication is 
specified.

(h) Any additional restrictions on the variety, specified by the 
breeder, with respect to geographic area of seed production, age of 
stand or other factors affecting genetic purity.

(i) A sample of the seed representative of the variety as marke-
ted.

(j) Expectations for requiring that the variety be sold by name 
only as a class of Certified seed under provisions of Title V of the 
United States Federal Seed Act.

(k) Should additional certification testing be required to verify 
the presence of a particular trait by the developer, sponsoring breed-
er or originator before final certification, the exact protocol, ap-
proved facilities, tolerances and all other relevant information must 
be provided to the department.

(2) The information listed in subsection (1) of this section is 
also required for submission to an AOSCA National Variety Review Board 
or other certifying agency for acceptance of a seed variety for cer-
tification.

(3) Verification of such characteristics will be completed before 
a certificate (tag) of final certification is issued by the seed cer-
tifying agency.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 15.49.005, [15.49].021, [15.49].310, 
[15.49].370, 15.140.030, and chapter 15.49 RCW. WSR 25-09-035, s 
16-302-040, filed 4/9/25, effective 5/10/25. Statutory Authority: RCW 
15.49.005, 15.49.081, 15.49.310, 15.49.370(3), and chapter 34.05 RCW. 
WSR 14-20-050, § 16-302-040, filed 9/25/14, effective 10/26/14. Statu-
tory Authority: Chapters 15.49 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 10-02-113, § 
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16-302-040, filed 1/6/10, effective 2/6/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 
15.49.005, 15.49.081, 15.49.310, 15.49.370(3) and chapter 17.24 RCW. 
WSR 00-24-077, § 16-302-040, filed 12/4/00, effective 1/4/01.]
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