
WAC 110-50-0190  Financial supports for relatives and suitable 
persons caring for children and youth placed by the department.  (1) 
Caseworkers may assist unlicensed relatives and suitable persons that 
need financial support to care for children or youth to apply for tem-
porary assistance for needy families (TANF) through the department of 
social and health services (DSHS) local community services office 
(CSO).

(2) Relatives and suitable persons who are licensed kinship care-
givers or foster parents:

(a) Will receive foster care maintenance payments; and
(b) Must not receive TANF benefits on behalf of the child or 

youth in care at the same time they are receiving foster care pay-
ments.

(3) A relative or suitable person who is not a licensed kinship 
caregiver or foster parent at the time of placement may apply to be-
come either:

(a) A licensed kinship caregiver as described in chapter 110-149 
WAC; or

(b) A foster parent as described in chapter 110-148 WAC.
(4) The relative or suitable person caring for the children or 

youth in out-of-home care may apply to be their representative payee 
for supplemental security income (SSI) or Social Security Administra-
tion benefits for the child or youth living with them. However, if the 
child or youth is a dependent of Washington state with custody as-
signed to the department by the court, the department will usually re-
main the payee on their behalf until the dependency is dismissed.
[Statutory Authority: Chapters 13.34, 74.13, 74.15 RCW, and 45 C.F.R. 
ss 1355 and 1356. WSR 25-12-071, s 110-50-0190, filed 5/30/25, effec-
tive 6/30/25. WSR 18-14-078, recodified as § 110-50-0190, filed 
6/29/18, effective 7/1/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.13.031. WSR 
01-08-047, § 388-25-0455, filed 3/30/01, effective 4/30/01.]
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