
WAC 173-700-304  Buffers.  (1) The department determines the buf-
fer necessary for each bank. The buffer for a bank must be sufficient 
to protect the functions at the bank.

(2) The department considers the following elements to determine 
the buffer necessary for a bank:

(a) The level of sensitivity of the wetlands to off-site activi-
ties;

(b) The functions and quality of the buffer (existing conditions 
and proposed conditions); and

(c) The intensity of adjacent land uses.
(3) Required buffers shall generally range between fifty and 

three hundred feet in width.
(4) The quality and functions of the buffer are included in de-

termining the credit conversion rates for wetlands and aquatic resour-
ces on the bank site. Buffers generally do not directly generate cred-
it on an area basis.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.84 RCW. WSR 09-19-013 (Order 04-13), 
§ 173-700-304, filed 9/3/09, effective 10/4/09.]
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