
WAC 173-220-050  Public notice.  (1) Public notice of every draft 
permit determination regarding an individual permit shall be circula-
ted in a manner designed to inform interested and potentially affected 
persons of the proposed discharge and of the proposed determination to 
issue or deny a permit for the proposed discharge, as follows:

(a) Notice shall be circulated within the geographical area of 
the proposed discharge; such circulation may include any or all of the 
following, as directed by the department:

(i) Posting by the applicant for a period of thirty days in the 
post office, public library, and public places of the municipality 
nearest the premises of the applicant in which the effluent source is 
located;

(ii) Posting by the applicant for a period of thirty days near 
the entrance of the applicant's premises and nearby places;

(iii) Publishing by the applicant, at his own cost within such 
time as the director shall prescribe, through a notice form provided 
by the department, in major local newspapers of general circulation 
serving the area in which the discharge occurs: Provided, That if an 
applicant fails to publish notice within thirty days of the time pre-
scribed by the director, the department may publish the notice and 
bill the applicant for the cost of publication;

(iv) Publishing by the applicant of paid advertisements;
(v) Publishing by the department of news releases or newsletter 

articles.
(b) Notice shall be mailed to any person upon request; and
(c) The department shall add the name of any person upon request 

to a mailing list to receive copies of notices within the state or 
within a certain geographical area.

(2) The department shall provide a period of not less than thirty 
days following the date of the public notice during which time inter-
ested persons may submit their written views on a draft permit deter-
mination. All written comments submitted during the thirty-day comment 
period shall be retained by the department and considered in the for-
mulation of its final determination with respect to the application. 
The period for comment may be extended at the discretion of the de-
partment.

(3) The department shall prepare the contents of the public no-
tice, which shall, at a minimum, summarize the following:

(a) Name, address, phone number of agency issuing the public no-
tice;

(b) Name and address of each applicant, and if different, of the 
facility or activity to be regulated;

(c) Each applicant's activities or operations which result in a 
discharge (e.g., municipal waste treatment, steel manufacturing, 
drainage from mining activities);

(d) Name of waterway to which each discharge is made and the lo-
cation of each discharge on the waterway, indicating whether such dis-
charge is a new or an existing discharge;

(e) The tentative determination to issue or deny a permit for the 
discharge;

(f) The procedures for the formulation of final determinations, 
including the thirty-day comment period required by subsection (2) of 
this section and any other means by which interested persons may com-
ment upon those determinations; and

(g) Address and phone number of state premises at which interes-
ted persons may obtain further information.
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(4) The department shall provide copies of permit applications, 
draft permit determinations, and final permits.

(5) The department shall notify the applicant and persons who 
have submitted written comments or requested notice of the final per-
mit decision. This notification shall include response to comments re-
ceived and reference to the procedures for contesting the decision.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 90.48 RCW. WSR 93-10-099 (Order 92-55), 
§ 173-220-050, filed 5/5/93, effective 5/19/93. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 90.54.020 and chapter 90.48 RCW. WSR 88-22-059 (Order 88-9), § 
173-220-050, filed 11/1/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 90.48.035 and 
90.48.260. WSR 82-24-078 (Order DE 82-39), § 173-220-050, filed 
12/1/82; Order DE 76-20, § 173-220-050, filed 5/19/76; Order 74-7, § 
173-220-050, filed 5/1/74; Order DE 74-1, § 173-220-050, filed 
2/15/74.]
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