WAC 308-100-005 Definitions. The definitions of this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires oth-
erwise:

(1) "Behind-the-wheel (BTW) range training" means training provi-
ded by a BTW instructor when a student has actual control of the power
unit during a driving lesson conducted for backing, street driving,
and proficiency development. BTW range training does not include time
a student spends observing the operation of a CMV when he or she is
not in control of the wvehicle.

(2) "Behind-the-wheel (BTW) instructor" means an individual who
provides BTW training involving the actual operation of a CMV by a
student on a range or a public road and meets one of these qualifica-
tions:

(a) Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all en-
dorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training is to be
provided and has at least two years of experience driving a CMV re-
quiring a CDL of the same or higher class and/or the same endorsement
and meets all applicable state qualification requirements for CMV in-
structors; or

(b) Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all en-
dorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training is to be
provided and has at least two years of experience as a BTW CMV in-
structor and meets all applicable state qualification requirements for
CMV instructors.

(c) Exception applicable to (a) and (b) of this definition: A BTW
instructor who provides training solely on a range which is not a pub-
lic road is not required to hold a CDL of the same (or higher) class
and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which
training is to be provided, as long as the instructor previously held
a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all endorsements necessa-
ry to operate the CMV for which training is to be provided, and com-
plies with the other requirements set forth in (a) or (b) of this def-
inition.

(d) If an instructor's CDL has been canceled, suspended, or re-
voked due to any of the disqualifying offenses identified in C.F.R.
383.51, the instructor is prohibited from engaging in BTW instruction
for two years following the date his or her CDL is reinstated.

(3) "Certified test route" means:

(a) Test route that is approved and assigned by the department.

(b) The areas for completing the pretrip inspection, basic con-
trols and road test as approved by the department for the administra-
tion of a commercial driver license skills test.

(4) "Classroom" means a space dedicated to and used exclusively
by an instructor for the instruction of students. With prior depart-
ment approval, a classroom may be located within alternative facili-
ties, such as a public or private library, school, community college,
college or university, public agency, or a business training facility.
"Classroom," may also include a virtual classroom environment when
video conferencing technology is capable of two-way communication be-
tween the instructor and all students.

(5) "Classroom/theory instruction" means knowledge instruction on
the operation of a CMV and related matters provided by a theory in-
structor through lectures, demonstrations, audiovisual presentations,
computer-based instruction, driving simulation devices, or similar
means. Instruction occurring outside a classroom 1is included if it
does not involve actual operation of a commercial motor vehicle and
its components by the student.
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(6) "Demonstration of proficiency" means driver-trainee must dem-
onstrate proficiency in required skills over time. Demonstration of
proficiency of state and federal entry level driver training standards
is not met by the completion of minimum hours of training. Nor is it
limited to a single standardized assessment result.

(7) "Employee" means any operator of a commercial motor vehicle,
including full time, regularly employed drivers; casual, intermittent
or occasional drivers; leased drivers and independent, owner operator
contractors, while in the course of operating a commercial motor wvehi-
cle, who are either directly employed by or under lease to an employ-
er.

(8) "Employer" means a person or entity that hires one or more
individuals to operate a commercial motor wvehicle on a regular basis
during their normal course of employment and whose primary purpose 1is
not to train operators of commercial motor vehicles.

(9) "English proficiency" means applicants for a commercial motor
vehicle skills test must be able to understand and respond to verbal
commands and instructions in English by a skills test examiner per 49
C.F.R. 383.133(5).

(10) "Hour," as used in connection with training requirements,
means no less than 50 minutes of training or instruction.
(11) "Instructor-led" means person-to-person learning where stu-

dents can ask questions, receive feedback in real-time, and interac-
tion and discussion are enabled. Some classroom instruction may in-
clude self-paced, online components as authorized and certified by the
department of licensing. Completely self-paced, online training cour-
ses are not authorized.

(12) "Lab" means a teaching environment involving a nonmoving ve-
hicle for hands on instruction supported by classroom material.
(13) "Observation" means the careful watching, as a passenger in

a commercial motor vehicle, of street driving during the hours of
course instruction, recording lessons learned and applying classroom
material.

(14) "Proficiency development" means driving exercises that will
allow more time to develop the skills needed to demonstrate proficien-
cy, competence, and confidence in the street driving and backing ma-
neuvers portions of a course.

(15) "Proficiency-based learning” means:

(a) Learning outcomes emphasize competencies that include appli-
cation and creation of knowledge along with the development of skills
and abilities;

(b) Competency criteria and standards are explicit, measurable,
transferable learning objectives that equip driver-trainees with nec-
essary knowledge, skills, and abilities;

(c) Assessments are meaningful and directly related to driver-
trainees' accomplishment of objectives;

(d) Driver-trainees receive rapid, differentiated support based
on their individual learning needs; and

(e) Driver-trainees are given specific and actionable feedback
that allows them to advance upon demonstrated proficiency of content
in all required areas of the curriculum.

(16) "Range" means an area closed from the public where driving
activities are practiced, free of obstructions, enables the driver to
maneuver safely and free from interference from other vehicles and
hazards, and has adequate sight lines.
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(17) "Street driving" means driving a commercial motor vehicle on
a public road, where the traffic laws are enforced, consisting of city
street, country road, and freeway driving.

(18) "Theory instructor" means an individual who provides knowl-
edge instruction on the operation of a CMV and meets one of these
qualifications:

(a) Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all en-
dorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training is to be
provided and has at least two years of experience driving a CMV re-
quiring a CDL of the same (or higher) class and/or the same endorse-
ment and meets all applicable state qualification requirements for CMV
instructors; or

(b) Holds a CDL of the same (or higher) class and with all en-
dorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which training is to be
provided and has at least two years of experience as a BTW CMV in-
structor and meets all applicable state qualification requirements for
CMV instructors.

(c) Exceptions applicable to (a) and (b) of this definition: An
instructor is not required to hold a CDL of the same (or higher) class
and with all endorsements necessary to operate the CMV for which
training is to be provided, if the instructor previously held a CDL of
the same (or higher) class and complies with the other requirements
set forth in (a) or (b) of this definition.

(d) If an instructor's CDL has been canceled, suspended, or re-
voked due to any of the disqualifying offenses identified in C.F.R.
383.51, the instructor is prohibited from engaging in theory instruc-
tion for two years following the date his or her CDL is reinstated.

(19) "Training institute/provider" means an entity that is ap-
proved by the department, to provide training as required by RCW
46.25.060 (1) (a) (ii):

(a) An institution of higher learning accredited by the Northwest
Association of Schools and Colleges or by an accrediting association
recognized by the higher education board;

(b) A licensed private vocational school as that term is defined
by RCW 28C.10.020(7);

(c) An entity in another state that the department has determined
provides training or instruction equivalent to that required under WAC
308-100-033 or 308-100-035; or

(d) An entity that the state has determined provides on-site con-
tracted training or instruction equivalent to that required under WAC
308-100-033.

(20) "Without a CDL" means any period of cancellation, expira-
tion, revocation, surrender, or suspension.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110 and 2023 ¢ 57. WSR 23-23-180, §
308-100-005, filed 11/22/23, effective 12/23/23. Statutory Authority:
RCW 46.01.110, 46.25.010, 46.25.060, 46.25.140 and 49 C.F.R., Parts
380, 383, and 384. WSR 19-01-078, § 308-100-005, filed 12/17/18, ef-
fective 1/17/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 46.01.110, 46.25.060, and
46.25.140. WSR 08-16-017, § 308-100-005, filed 7/25/08, effective
8/25/08.]
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