
RCW 46.04.169  Electric-assisted bicycle—Class 1 electric-
assisted bicycle—Class 2 electric-assisted bicycle—Class 3 electric-
assisted bicycle.  (1) "Electric-assisted bicycle" means a bicycle 
with two or three wheels, a saddle, fully operative pedals for human 
propulsion, and an electric motor. The electric-assisted bicycle's 
electric motor must have a power output of no more than 750 watts. The 
electric-assisted bicycle must meet the requirements of one of the 
following three classifications:

(a) "Class 1 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-
assisted bicycle in which the motor provides assistance only when the 
rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle 
reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour;

(b) "Class 2 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-
assisted bicycle in which the motor may be used exclusively to propel 
the bicycle and is not capable of providing assistance when the 
bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour; or

(c) "Class 3 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-
assisted bicycle in which the motor provides assistance only when the 
rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle 
reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour and is equipped with a 
speedometer.

(2) "Electric-assisted bicycle" does not include:
(a) Any vehicle capable of exceeding 20 miles per hour on solely 

its electric motor; or
(b) Any vehicle that is designed, manufactured, or intended by 

the manufacturer or seller to be easily configured in order not to 
meet the requirements of an electric-assisted bicycle, whether by a 
mechanical switch or button, by changing a setting in software 
controlling the drive system, by use of an online application, or 
through other means intended by the manufacturer or seller.  [2026 c 
159 s 2; 2018 c 60 s 1; 1997 c 328 s 1.]

Legislative recognition—2026 c 159: "The legislature recognizes 
the recent proliferation of electric motorcycle use statewide, 
especially among teenagers and young adults. The legislature also 
recognizes that there is a growing need to focus on the differences 
between electric-assisted bicycles and electric motorcycles to provide 
a clear means of regulating each type of vehicle. While this work is 
occurring, the legislature recognizes that the current definitions of 
"motorcycle" and "moped" apply to many of the vehicles excluded from 
the "electric-assisted bicycle" definition in RCW 46.04.169." [2026 c 
159 s 1.]
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