RCW 36.70A.845 Transitional housing, permanent supportive
housing, and emergency housing—Regulations—Permits. (1) (a) A county
or city planning under RCW 36.70A.040 must allow:

(i) Transitional housing or permanent supportive housing in any
zones within an urban growth area in which residential dwelling units
or hotels are allowed; and

(ii) Indoor emergency shelters and indoor emergency housing in
any zones within an urban growth area in which hotels are allowed.
Nothing in this subsection allows a county or city to limit indoor
emergency shelters and indoor emergency housing in a manner where the
capacity of indoor emergency shelters and indoor emergency housing is
insufficient to meet the projected needs identified under RCW
36.70A.070(2) (a) (1i) . A county or city must allow indoor emergency
shelters and indoor emergency housing in additional types of zones
when necessary to meet projected needs identified in RCW
36.70A.070(2) (a) (ii) .

(b) A county or city may not require transitional housing,
permanent supportive housing, indoor emergency housing, and indoor
emergency shelters to be located in a zone within an urban growth area
zoned for industrial use.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (5) through (7) of this
section, a county or city may not require through development
regulations, ordinances, or legal agreements any standards,
conditions, or requirements for transitional housing, permanent
supportive housing, indoor emergency housing, and indoor emergency
shelters that are more restrictive than those required for other types
of lodging or residential development within the same zone, but may
apply any objective development regulations, including form-based
codes, that are required for lodging or residential development
including, but not limited to, density limits, dimensional standards,
height restrictions, floor area ratio, setback, lot coverage,
stormwater, clearing, and tree canopy and retention requirements.

(3) Except as provided in subsections (5) through (7) of this
section, a county or city shall only apply the same development permit
and environmental review processes to transitional housing, permanent
supportive housing, indoor emergency shelters, and indoor emergency
housing that apply to other types of lodging or residential
development within the same zone, unless otherwise required by state
law including, but not limited to, shoreline regulations under chapter
90.58 RCW, building codes under chapter 19.27 RCW, energy codes under
chapter 19.27A RCW, or electrical codes under chapter 19.28 RCW.

(4) If applying design review for transitional housing, permanent
supportive housing, indoor emergency shelters, and indoor emergency
housing, only administrative design review may be required.

(5) (a) For an indoor emergency shelter or indoor emergency
housing, a county or city may require the sponsor or managing agency
to certify in writing that it has, between the date the permit
application was approved and the date the certificate of occupancy was
issued:

(i) Provided the name, if any, of the facility and the name and
headquarters address of the managing entity;

(ii) Provided a description of any other programs operating in
the building and copies of the applicable licenses and certifications
held by the program;

(iii) Notified residents within 500 feet of the indoor emergency
shelter or indoor emergency housing;
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(iv) Conducted more than one community meeting;

(v) Designated at least one point of contact authorized to make
decisions and take corrective action in the case of an emergency, and
provided at least one telephone number to be used in emergencies; and

(vi) Provided documentation of the sponsor's or managing agency's
operational policies or procedures for:

(A) Promoting and addressing health and safety inside the
building and in areas immediately adjacent to the building;

(B) Admissions, including a description of the populations the
project will serve and potential sources of referral;

(C) Program exit or transfer;

(D) Handling complaints and grievances from occupants;

(E) Health, fire, safety, and occupancy; and

(F) Staffing to provide services and resources to the population

being served comparable to standard or customary practices for the
particular type of housing being provided. The staffing policy or
procedure may include, but is not limited to, the number of staff or
volunteers present during daytime and nighttime operations, staff or
volunteer training, and other processes to provide services and
resources to the populations being served.

(b) The written certification by the sponsor or managing entity
constitutes full compliance with (a) of this subsection. A county or
city may not require the sponsor or managing agency to provide
additional certifications outside of what is allowed under (a) of this
subsection (5) or to repeat or revise any of the items in (a) (i)
through (vi) of this subsection (5). Nothing in this subsection (b)
prohibits the sponsor or managing agency from voluntarily updating any
of the information submitted under (a) (i) through (vi) of this
subsection (5).

(6) Nothing in this section requires a city or county to approve
a permit application for permanent supportive housing, transitional
housing, indoor emergency housing, or indoor emergency shelters that
are proposed in a critical area in which no lodging or residential
development is permitted, an area of natural hazards that generally
prohibit lodging or residential development, or on agricultural,
forest, or mineral lands of long-term commercial significance.

(7) (a) Upon receipt of a permit application for an indoor
emergency shelter or indoor emergency housing with a proposed location
within 500 feet of walking distance from another indoor emergency
shelter or other indoor emergency housing, or within 500 feet of
walking distance from the physical grounds of a public school as
defined in RCW 28A.150.010 or a private school approved by the board
of education under chapter 28A.195 RCW that existed before an indoor
emergency shelter or indoor emergency housing is in operation or has
submitted a permit application, the city in which the indoor emergency
shelter or indoor emergency housing is proposed, or the county if the
indoor emergency shelter or indoor emergency housing is not proposed
in a city, may enter into good faith negotiations with the sponsor of
the indoor emergency shelter or indoor emergency housing to establish
additional and reasonable requirements pertaining to health and safety
protocols.

(b) If the parties are unable to come to an agreement under (a)
of this subsection (7) within 180 days of the permit being submitted,
the county or city may deny the permit. If a permit is denied under
this subsection, the county or city must assist the sponsor in
identifying suitable properties to site the indoor emergency shelter
or indoor emergency housing.
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(c) This subsection (7) does not apply to an indoor emergency
shelter or indoor emergency housing designated for individuals under
the age of 18, families, or victims of domestic violence.

(d) Nothing in this subsection (7) allows a county or city to
limit indoor emergency shelters or indoor emergency housing in a
manner where the capacity of indoor emergency shelters and indoor
emergency housing is insufficient to meet the projected needs
identified under RCW 36.70A.070(2) (a) (ii) . [2026 ¢ 232 s 2.]

Intent—Findings—2026 c 232: "The legislature finds that
Washington state faces an acute shortage of housing affordable to
households at all income levels, resulting in housing insecurity and a
growing number of people experiencing homelessness. The legislature
further finds that local regulatory barriers, inconsistent siting
standards, and discretionary review processes have constrained the
timely development of permanent supportive housing, transitional
housing, indoor emergency housing, and indoor emergency shelters. It
is the intent of the legislature to increase housing supply and
advance fair housing by requiring these housing types to be permitted
in urban areas on the same terms as other types of lodging and
residential development, subject only to objective and
nondiscriminatory development standards necessary to protect public
health and safety. By streamlining permitting processes and ensuring
consistent treatment across jurisdictions, the legislature intends to
avoid unnecessary cost increases associated with delays and to
facilitate the prompt delivery of safe, dignified, and stable housing
and to support statewide efforts to address homelessness and the
housing crisis." [2026 c 232 s 1.]

Application—2026 c 232: " (1) A county or city subject to this
act shall adopt or amend by ordinance, and incorporate into its
development regulations, zoning regulations, and other official
controls, the requirements of this act within two years of June 11,
2026, or its next comprehensive plan update, whichever occurs first.
The requirements of this act supersede, preempt, and invalidate any
conflicting local regulations and apply regardless of whether a county
or city has incorporated the requirements of this act into the
county's or city's development regulations, zoning regulations, and
other official controls.

(2) This act does not apply to transitional housing, permanent
supportive housing, indoor emergency shelters, and indoor emergency
housing in operation on June 11, 2026. A county or city may not deem
transitional housing, permanent supportive housing, indoor emergency
shelters, and indoor emergency housing in operation on June 11, 2026,
unlawful or noncompliant due to the provisions of the act or due to
ordinances, regulations, or controls adopted or amended under
subsection (1) of this section." [2026 ¢ 232 s 7.]
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