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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2347

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives
Dammeier, Kelley, WIlcox, Van De Wwge, Pearson, Hurst, Zeiger,
Seaqui st, Rodne, Ladenburg, Hope, G een, Klippert, and Mdscoso)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 31/12.

AN ACT Rel ating to the possession of spring blade knives; anmendi ng
RCW 9. 41. 250; adding a new section to chapter 9.41 RCW and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW9.41.250 and 2011 ¢ 13 s 1 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) Every person who:

(a) Manufactures, sells, or disposes of or possesses any instrunent
or weapon of the kind usually known as slung shot, sand cl ub, or netal
knuckl es, or spring bl ade knife((—er—anry—kntifetheblade—of—whiechis
adt-omatiecally —released —by —a—spring—rechani-sm—or—other—nechanical-
devi-ce—or—any—kn-fe—havi-rg—a—blade—whi-ch—epens—eor—falHs—or—+s
efected—into—position—by—the—force—of —gravity——or—by—an—outward:-
downward, or- centrifugal thrust or- novenment));

(b) Furtively carries with intent to conceal any dagger, dirk,
pi stol, or other dangerous weapon; or

(c) Uses any contrivance or device for suppressing the noise of any
firearmunl ess the suppressor is legally registered and possessed in
accordance wth federal |aw,
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is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor puni shabl e under chapter 9A 20 RCW

(2) ((Subseetien{Ih{a)otthis—seectiondoeesnot—apphyteo-

fa)—TFhe—possesston—ot—a—sprng—blade—kntte—by—a—taw-entorecenent

e hil I 3 :

n icial d ;

e . he knif : I | : he knif
+s—stored—whenthe—ofH-ecer—snot—onofHcral—duby—or

by —The—storage—of —a—spring—blade —knife—by—a—taw—enforcenent
eff+eer—)) "Spring bl ade knife" neans any knife, including a prototype,
nodel , or other sanple, with a blade that is automatically rel eased by
a spring nechanismor other nechanical device, or any knife having a
bl ade which opens, or falls, or is ejected into position by the force
of gravity, or_ by an_outward, downward, or_centrifugal thrust or
novenent. A knife that contains a spring, detent, or other nechani sm
designed to create a bias toward closure of the blade and that requires
physical exertion applied to the blade by hand, wist, or_arm to
overcone the bias toward closure to assist in opening the knife is not
a spring bl ade knife.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9.41 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) RCWO9.41. 250 does not apply to:

(a) The possession or use of a spring blade knife by a genera
authority law enforcenent officer, firefighter or rescue nenber,
Washi ngton state patrol officer, or mlitary nenber, while the officer
or nmenber:

(1) I's on official duty; or

(1i) Is transporting a spring blade knife to or from the place
where the knife is stored when the officer or nmenber is not on official
duty; or

(ti1) Is storing a spring bl ade knife;

(b) The manufacture, sale, transportation, transfer, distribution,
or possession of spring blade knives pursuant to contract with a
general authority law enforcenent agency, fire or rescue agency,
Washi ngton state patrol, or mlitary service, or pursuant to a contract
with another nanufacturer or a commercial distributor of knives for
use, sale, or other disposition by the manufacturer or comrerci al
di stributor;
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(c) The manufacture, transportation, transfer, distribution, or
possession of spring blade knives, with or wthout conpensation and
with or wthout a contract, solely for trial, test, or other
provi sional use for evaluation and assessnent purposes, by a general
authority |aw enforcenent agency, fire or rescue agency, Washington
state patrol, mlitary service, or a manufacturer or comrercial
di stributor of knives.

(2) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "MIlitary nenber” nmeans an active nenber of the United States
mlitary or naval forces, or a nenber in good standing of the reserves
conponents or national guard.

(b) "General |aw enforcenent agency" neans any agency, departnent,
or division of a nmunicipal corporation, political subdivision, or other
unit of l|ocal governnment of this state or any other state, and any
agency, departnent, or division of any state governnent, having as its
primary function the detection and apprehension of persons commtting
infractions or violating the traffic or crimnal |aws in general.

(c) "Ceneral law enforcenment officer” neans any person who isS
comm ssioned and enployed by an enployer on a full-time, fully
conpensated basis to enforce the crimnal laws of the state of
Washi ngt on generally. No person who is serving in a position that is
basically clerical or secretarial in nature, or who i s not conm ssi oned
shal | be considered a | aw enforcenent officer.

(d) "Fire or rescue agency" neans any agency, departnent, or
division of a nunicipal corporation, political subdivision, or other
unit of |ocal governnment of this state or any other state, and any
agency, departnent, or division of any state governnent, having as its
primary function the prevention, control, or extinguishnment of fire or
provi si on of energency nedi cal services or rescue actions for persons.

(e) "Firefighter or rescue nenber" means any person who i S serving
on a full-time, fully conpensated basis as a nenber of a fire or rescue
agency to prevent, control, or extinguish fire or provide energency
medi cal services or rescue actions for persons. No person who is
serving in a position that is basically clerical or secretarial in
nature shall be considered a firefighter or rescue nenber.

(f) "Mlitary service" neans the active, reserve, or national guard
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1 conponents of the United States mlitary, including the arny, navy, air
2 force, marines, and coast guard.

~-- END ---
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