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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8002

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senators Cem g, Roach, Fairley, Winstein, Hobbs, Mrr, Brown,
Pri denore and Fraser

Read first time 01/18/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The opportunity to participate in the electoral process,
and the act of voting that enbodies that opportunity, represent the
cornerstone of our denocracy, and voters shoul d have anple opportunity
to cast neaningful votes; and

VWHEREAS, Fostering a high voter turnout is crucial in order to
ascertain with greatest certainty the political will of the voting
public; and

VWHEREAS, Voter turnout in Washington's general elections has varied
fromas high as 82% in presidential elections to as |low as 52% i n ot her
el ections; and

VWHEREAS, Increasing voter turnout can be directly linked to the
ease with which voters can cast their ballots; and
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VWHEREAS, Al t hough enpl oyers are required to all ow enpl oyees to take
time off of work in order to vote, a tenporary absence from work may
pose hardshi ps for enployers, and enpl oyees may be reluctant to request
time off; and

WHEREAS, Enployers already bear the costs of a national holiday
every year during the second week of Novenber for Veterans Day; and

VWHEREAS, The freedons provided in this country, including the
freedom to vote, have been repeatedly protected by the very sane
veterans that the country honors on Veterans Day; and

VWHEREAS, In 2001 the National Comm ssion on Federal Election
Reform cochaired by former Presidents Jimy Carter and Gerald Ford,
recommended conbi ning el ection day with Veterans Day; and

VWHEREAS, Conbining the national holiday with election day would
hel p worki ng people vote w thout inposing additional costs on private
enpl oyers or election adm nistrators; and

VWHEREAS, More public buildings, especially schools, would be
available for use as polling places; and nore, better trained pol
wor kers, including patriotic high school and coll ege students, m ght be
available to staff polling places on el ection day;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
President and Congress of the United States specify that in even-
nunbered years the Veterans Day national holiday be held on the Tuesday
next after the first Monday in Novenber and serve also as our Election
Day.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imedi ately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

--- END ---
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