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SENATE BI LL 6907

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Cem g, Brandl and, Winstein, MDernott, and Hobbs

Read first time 02/01/08. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Qperations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to personal use of certain state-owned resources by
state officers or enployees; adding a new section to chapter 42.17 RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that electronic

devi ces, such as conputers, pagers, and personal digital assistants,
play an ever increasing role in managing and bal anci ng the workl oads

and private lives of state enployees. More workers find that
requirenents of their jobs necessitate that they spend personal tine
checking for work-related electronic mail, reviewng information, and

responding to work inquiries. Cenerally, ordinary use of a conputer or
simlar electronic device does not cause the device to degrade
significantly, and the resource of an electronic device is not expended
by limted personal use. It is not in the best interest of the state
to effectively require its enployees to carry two such devices, one for
wor k purposes and anot her for personal use.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) A state officer or state enployee nmay use a state-owned
el ectronic device for personal use, so long as such use does not
materially dimnish the value of the device or devices, use of the
devi ce does not consune tangi ble resources such as paper or ink, and
such use occurs during the officer's or enployee's breaks and neal
periods, or outside of the officer's or enployee's regular work hours.

(2) For purposes of this section, "electronic device" includes
conput ers, | aptop conputers, cellular phones, per sonal digita
assistants, and any simlar device that does not require the
consunption of tangible resources.

(3) This section does not |imt the exceptions authorized under RCW
42.52.160(3), nor does it affect the prohibition of the use of state
resources in canmpaign activity in RCW42.52.180 and 42.52. 185.

~-- END ---
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