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S-5221.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6882

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation (originally sponsored
by Senators Swecker and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to flood mtigation in the Chehalis basin; creating
new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that recent storm
events, including flooding and high w nds, have affected significant
areas of western Washington. |In particular, the people, resources, and
econony of the Chehalis basin now face great challenges as a result of
the recent storm

The Chehalis basin is the second | argest drainage in the state of
Washi ngton, draining over two thousand square mles. Appr oxi mat el y
ei ghty-five percent of this area is forest land, with approximately ten
percent used for agriculture. The four major popul ation centers of the
Chehal is basin are Chehalis, Centralia, Aberdeen, and Hoqui am

As private individuals and organi zations and federal, state, and
| ocal governnments address storm damages and mitigation at the regional
level, the legislature intends to help facilitate a collaborative
process to pronote flood control and mitigation in the Chehalis basin.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Chehalis basin partnership is the
wat ershed planning unit under chapter 90.82 RCW for water resource
inventory areas twenty-two and twenty-three, as established in chapter
173-500 WAC as it exists on the effective date of this section.

(2) The Chehalis basin partnership may conduct prelimnary work for
and initiate devel opnent of a conprehensive flood control managenent
plan for the Chehalis basin that neets the requirenments of RCW
86.12. 200 and 86. 26. 105.

(3) If the Chehalis basin partnership acts pursuant to this
section, the partnership nust:

(a) Seek to maintain its current nmenbership bal ance, which reflects
a broad spectrum of |ocal public and private interests;

(b) Work coll aboratively and consider a wide array of options to
avoid and mnimze inpacts fromfuture flood events; and

(c) Keep in its consideration other recent and ongoi ng fl ood danmage
and mtigation processes and efforts.

(4) If the Chehalis basin partnership acts pursuant to this
section, the departnent of ecol ogy nust provide technical and funding
assistance to the partnership under chapter 86.26 RCW

(5 If the Chehalis basin partnership acts pursuant to this
section, it nust provide brief progress sunmaries to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature by Decenber 1, 2008, and Decenber 1,
2009, respectively. The Chehalis basin partnership may al so reconmend
to the legislature additional authorities necessary to carry out its
wor k, including an extension of the expiration date in section 4 of
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. If, by Decenber 31, 2008, Gays Harbor,
Lewi s, and Thurston counties create a joint flood control district or
exerci se equivalent flood control authority under Title 86 RCWcovering
a substantial portion of the Chehalis basin:

(1) The Chehalis basin partnership may not act, or nust cease
acting, under section 2 of this act;

(2) The departnment of ecol ogy nmust redirect subsequent technical or
fundi ng assi stance provided under section 2 of this act to the joint
flood control district or equivalent authority; and

(3) The joint flood control district or equivalent authority
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1 assunmes all authority and associated responsibility provided to the
2 Chehal i s basin partnership under section 2 of this act.

3 NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act expires July 1, 2010.

~-- END ---
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