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S-4969. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6744

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Consuner Protection & Housing (originally sponsored by
Senators Fraser and Fairl ey)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 08.

AN ACT Rel ating to homeowners' associations; creating new sections;
and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. By Decenber 10, 2008, the departnent of
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnment shall conduct a study to
determne the efficacy of creating a state agency run honeowners'
associ ati on onbudsman office, which would provide dispute resolution
services and information to honmeowners about their rights and duties
under chapter 64.38 RCW The study nust i ncl ude:

(1) The estimated nunber of Washington residents that live in
communi ties or cooperatives subject to chapter 64.38 RCW

(2) The estimted nunber of owners who woul d take advantage of the
onbudsman offi ce;

(3) The estimted expense of creating and running the onbudsman
of fice; and

(4) A determ nation based on a cost-benefit analysis of whether the
onbudsman office shoul d be creat ed.

|f the departnment determ nes that an onbudsman office should be
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created, the study nust also include recommendations for procedures
that the onbudsnan office should follow when providing dispute
resol ution services.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The honmeowners' associ ation decl arations
task force is created wth ten nenbers as provided in this subsection.

(a) The majority | eader of the senate shall appoint one nmenber from
t he senate.

(b) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber fromthe house of representatives.

(c) The majority |eader of the senate and the speaker of the house
of representatives jointly shall appoint eight nonlegislative nenbers
of the task force, which shall include two board nenbers representing
two di fferent honeowners' associations, three homeowners who own a hone
that is their primary residence in a community or cooperative that is
governed by chapter 64.38 RCW two attorneys wth expertise in
homeowners' association formation, and a representative from the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent.

(2) The task force shall convene as soon as possible upon the
appoi ntnent of its nenbers. The task force shall elect a chair and
adopt rules for conducting the business of the task force.
Adm ni strative and clerical support shall be provided by the departnent
of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent.

(3) Legislative nmenbers of the task force nust be reinbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44. 04. 120.

(4) The task force shall conduct a review of declarations that have
been used to form honeowners' associations in Washington state and
ot her states.

(5) The task force shall draft nodel declarations, which declarants
may appropriate to form honmeowners' associ ations.

(6) By Decenber 10, 2008, the task force shall provide a report of
the nodel declarations to the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent and to the | egislature.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires Decenber 31, 2008.

~-- END ---
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