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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6736

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Rasnussen
Fairley, QCem g, Delvin, Kohl-WlIlles, Marr, Roach, Parlette, Keiser,
Kil mer, and Kline)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to lifelong learning services for individuals
diagnosed wth severe to profound intellectual devel opnent al
disabilities; adding a new section to chapter 71A. 14 RCW and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) A developnental disability is a natural part of human
experience and the presence of a devel opnental disability inthe life
of a person does not dimnish or alter a person's rights or opportunity
to participate fully in the life of the community. The legislature
recogni zes that with the advancenent and w despread availability of
medi cal , educational, and social services, people with significant,
mul ti ple developnental disabilities are |living longer and that
investing in them at every stage of life helps maintain their skills
and abilities and provides them the opportunity to have a neani ngfu
daily life. Providing continued |earning opportunities for individuals
with severe and profound intellectual developnental disabilities
supports both the individual and helps to maintain the well-being of
the famly; and
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(2) @Gainful enployment or involvenent in enploynent-related
activities is an appropriate and desired goal for adults wth
devel opnental disabilities. However, for adults wth severe and
prof ound devel opnent al disabilities or adults who are nearing
retirement age, comunity access services should be available as an
alternative, or in addition to, enploynent-related services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 71A 14 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall adopt and inplenment rules that enable
working age adults wth developnental disabilities to pursue and
mai ntai n gai nful enploynent in integrated settings. The rul es nust
provi de that counties, under contract with the departnment and within
specific funding provided for this purpose, wll:

(a) Develop and nake available services that offer support for
wor ki ng age adults who do not have a severe or profound devel opnent al
disability or are not nearing retirenment age to pursue or nmaintain
gai nful enploynent, including support and technical assistance to
achi eve integrated enpl oynent outcones; and

(b) O fer persons wth a severe or profound devel opnental
disability and persons nearing retirenment age the option to participate
in enploynent-related activities and nonenploynent-related community
access services. Community access services may include, but are not
l[imted to:

(1) Community participation;

(1i) Social skills;

(1i1) Self-advocacy skills;

(1v) Recreational skills;

(v) Continuing education classes;

(vi) Active supervision; and

(vii) Transportation.

(2) To the extent specific funding is provided for this purpose,
departnent staff wll:

(a) Authorize services to working age adults that support the
individual's ability to pursue and maintain integrated, gainful
enpl oynent ; and

(b) Authorize community access services as provided in subsection
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(1)(b) of this section for persons wth severe or profound
devel opmental disabilities or adults nearing retirenment age. For
persons with severe or profound devel opnental disabilities:

(1) Enploynent-related services and comrunity access services are
not nutually exclusive and nmay be provided in conjunction with one
anot her; and

(ii) Persons will be given a choice of services, and the authority
to exercise control over the selection of enploynent-related and
comunity access services available to them

(3) The departnent shall make every effort to maxim ze the use of
federal funds to fund services authorized under this section.

--- END ---
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