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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6721

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Regal a, Kohl-Wlles, and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to a joint select legislative task force on
guardians ad litemin cases under Titles 13 and 26 RCW creating a new
section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) Ajoint select legislative task force
on guardians ad litem in cases wunder Titles 13 and 26 RCW is
established, with nenbers as provided in this subsection.

(1) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(11) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two Ilargest caucuses of the house of
representatives.

(iii) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives jointly shall appoint the follow ng nenbers of the task
force:

(A) A representative from a statew de donestic violence advocacy
group;

(B) A representative froma comunity sexual assault program
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(C Two birth parents with at | east one representing the interests
of | owincone parents;

(D) Arepresentative of a statewi de foster parents associ ation;

(E) A representative from a qualified legal aid provider that
receives funding fromthe office of civil |egal aid;

(F) One person who acts as a paid guardian ad litem

(G One person who acts as an unpaid guardian ad litem

(H One private attorney who represents parents under Title 13 or
26 RCW

(I') One professional who evaluates famlies for the purposes of
determ ning the custody or placenent decisions of children;

(J) One superior court judge who is famliar with cases under
Titles 13 and 26 RCW

(K) One court conm ssioner who is famliar with cases under Titles
13 and 26 RCW

(L) A representative from the Washington state court-appointed
speci al advocat es;

(M A representative fromthe admnistrative office of the courts
who has participated in devel oping the curricula under RCW2.56.030(1);

(N) A representative of public defenders who represent children
under Title 13 or 26 RCW and

(O An attorney who represents parents from the office of public
defense's parents' representati on program

(vi) The followi ng shall also be nmenbers of the task force:

(A) A representative from the attorney general's office who
currently handles Title 13 RCW cases;

(B) A person designated by the secretary of the departnent of
social and health services who has experience working on dependency
cases under Title 13 RCW and

(C) The office of the famly and children's onbudsman or the
onbudsman' s desi gnee.

(b) The task force shall choose its cochairs from anong its
| egi sl ati ve nenbership. The legislative nenbers of the task force
shal |l convene the first neeting of the task force.

(2) The task force shall review the foll ow ng issues:

(a) The inplenmentation of the results of the review and study as
directed by RCW 2. 56. 150;
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(b) The feasibility and desirability of establishing statew de
standards regarding fees and costs for services performed by guardi ans
ad litem

(c) The training curriculum <currently developed by the
admnistrative office of the courts under RCW 2.56.030(15) and the
desirability of requiring specialized training for cases involving
speci al needs chil dren;

(d) Applicable federal |aws inpacting Washi ngton's guardi ans ad
litem statutes;

(e) RCW 13.34.100 and the exceptions to the appointnent of
guardians ad litemfor children in dependencies;

(f) Court oversight of the qualifications and perfornmance of
guardians ad litem

(g) The feasibility and desirability of establishing statew de
st andards regardi ng grievance and renoval procedures and renedi es;

(h) The feasibility and desirability of establishing statew de
standards for guardians ad litemincluding requiring legal training for
vol unteer guardians ad litem

(1) The feasibility and desirability of establishing statew de
nmodel protocols to be used by guardians ad litem for screening and
interview ng parties, witnesses, and children, and devel opi ng parenting
pl an recommendations in cases involving allegations of limting factors
under RCW 26.09.191; and

(j) Oher issues deened relevant to inproving the practice of
guardians ad litemin cases under Titles 13 and 26 RCW

(3) Staff support for the task force nust be provided by senate
comm ttee services and the house of representatives office of program
research.

(4) The task force my form an executive commttee, create
subconm ttees, designate alternative representatives, and define other
procedures, as needed, for the operation of the task force.

(5) The task force, where appropriate, may consult with individuals
fromthe public or private sector or ask the individuals to establish
an advisory commttee. Menbers of such an advisory conmttee are not
entitled to expense rei nbursenent.

(6) The administrative office of the courts shall cooperate with
the task force and provide information as the chair or cochairs may
request.
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(7) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses under RCW 44.04. 120. Nonl egi sl ati ve nenbers, except
those representing an enployee or organization, are entitled to be
rei nbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

(8) The expenses of the task force nust be paid jointly by the
senate and house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules conmttee, or their
successor conmttees.

(9) The task force shall report its findings and recommendati ons to
the appropriate commttees of the | egislature by Decenber 31, 2008.

(10) This section expires January 1, 20009.

~-- END ---
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