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S-4893. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6673

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senat ors McAul i ffe, Br andl and, Hobbs, McDer not t Rasnmussen
Wei nstein, Q©Cemg, Tom Kauffman, Hargrove, Fairley, Franklin, and
Shin; by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to learning opportunities to assist students to
obtain a high school diplom; adding new sections to chapter 28A. 320
RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A 630 RCW adding a new section
to chapter 28A. 655 RCW adding a new section to chapter 28A 310 RCW
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that high school
students need to graduate with the skills necessary to be successful in
col l ege and work. The state graduation requirenents help to ensure
that Washington high school graduates have the basic skills to be

conpetitive in a global econony. Under education reform started in
1993, tinme was to be the variable, obtaining the skills was to be the
const ant. Therefore, students who need additional time to gain the

academ c skills needed for college and the workplace should have the
opportunities they need to reach high academ c achievenent, even if
that takes nore than the standard four years of high school.

Different students face different challenges and barriers to their
academ c success. Sonme students struggle to neet the standard on a
single portion of the WAashi ngton assessnent of student |earning while

p. 1 SSB 6673



~N o 0o W0ODN R

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

excelling in the other subject areas; other students struggle to
conpl ete the necessary state or |ocal graduation credits; while still
others have their know edge tested on the assessnents and have
conpleted all the credit requirenents but are struggling because
English is not their first |anguage. The legislature finds that many
of these students need additional tinme and support to achi eve acadenic
proficiency and neet all graduation requirenents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The extended |earning opportunities program is created for
eligible eleventh and twelfth grade students who are not on track to
nmeet local or state graduation requirenments as well as eighth grade
students who nmay not be on track to neet the standard on the Washi ngton
assessnent of student |earning or need additional assistance in order
to have the opportunity for a successful entry into high school. The
program shall provide early notification of graduation status,
information on education opportunities including preapprenticeship
prograns that are available, and incentives for new district prograns.

(2) Schools shall notify eligible students and their parents or
| egal guardi ans about the status of their progress on state and | ocal
graduation requirenents, the alternative assessnent opportunities
avai lable to students wunder RCW 28A. 655.061 and 28A. 655.065, and
regardi ng continued instructional services identified in section 3 of
this act. Information provided to students and their parents or | egal
guar di ans nust i ncl ude:

(a) Any credit deficiencies;

(b) The students' attendance rates over the past two years;

(c) Wether they have conpleted other graduation requirenents
established by the state board of education or the |egislature;

(d) If the student is in a transitional bilingual program the
score on his or her Washi ngton | anguage proficiency test I1;

(e) Renediation strategies and alternative education options
avail able to students including, but not limted to, informng students
of the option to continue to receive instructional services after grade
twelve or until the age of twenty-one. This may include:

(i) School district prograns, high school courses, and career and
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techni cal education options available for students to neet graduation
requirenents;

(i1) Available progranms offered through skill centers or comrunity
or technical coll eges.

(3) The first notification of information in subsection (2) of this
section shall take place in the spring of the eighth grade year for
students who did not neet the standard on the Washi ngton assessnent of
student | ear ning. The second notification shall take place in the
spring of the eleventh grade year and then, if necessary, the spring of
the twelfth grade year for students who are not on track to neet state
and | ocal graduation requirenents. Schools may notify students and
their parents or guardians through school conferences, witten
notification, or in the student learning plan identified under RCW

28A. 655. 061. Schools serving English |anguage |learners and their
parents shall translate information in the primary |anguage of the
famly to the extent feasible. Notifications shall begin with the

graduating cl ass of 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Districts shall nmake available to students in grade twelve who
have failed to neet one or nore local or state graduation requirenents
the option of <continuing enrollnment in the school district in
accordance with RCW 28A. 225.160. Districts are authorized to use basic
education program funding to provide instruction to eligible students
under RCW 28A. 150. 220( 3) .

(2) Instructional services can occur during the regular school day,
eveni ngs, on weekends, or at a tinme and | ocati on deened appropriate by
the school district, including the educational service district, in
order to neet the needs of these students. I nstructional services
provi ded under this section do not include services offered at private
schools. Instructional services can include, but are not limted to,
the fol |l ow ng:

(a) Individual or small group instruction;

(b) Instruction in English |anguage arts and/or nathematics that
eligible students need to pass all or part of the WAshi ngton assessnent
of student | earning;
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(c) Attendance in a public high school or public alternative schoo
cl asses or at a skill center;

(d) I'nclusion in renediation prograns, including sumer school;

(e) Language devel opnent instruction for English | anguage | earners;

(f) Online curriculumand instructional support, including prograns
for credit retrieval and Wshington assessnent of student | earning
preparatory classes; and

(g) Reading inprovenent specialists available at the educationa
service districts to serve eighth, eleventh, and twelfth grade
educators through professional developnent in accordance with RCW
28A. 415. 350. The reading inprovenent specialist my also provide
direct services to eighth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students and
those students electing to continue a fifth year in a high school
program and who are still struggling with basic reading skills.

(3) To the extent funding is appropriated for this purpose, the
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall allocate
funding to school districts and educational service districts that want
to start wup or expand the availability of prograns designed
specifically for these students. Priority shall be given to those
districts with the | owest graduation rates. Funds shall be used only
for planning, expansion, and start-up costs associated with services to
eligible students. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall annually report to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature on which school districts received funds, the anmount of
funds received, the types of prograns used by the school district, the
nunber of students projected to be served and the characteristics of
those students, including why the student was at risk of not
graduating, any change in the dropout rate for grades nine through
twel ve, and the graduation rates experienced at the school district.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 630
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) If funding is appropriated for this purpose, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall explore online curriculum
support in | anguages other than English that are currently avail abl e.
By Decenber 1, 2008, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall report to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature recommendations for other online support in other |anguages
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that would nost appropriately assist Wshington's English |anguage
| ear ners. I ncluded in the recommendati ons shall be the actions that
woul d need to be taken to access the recommended online support and the
cost .

(2) This section expires June 30, 2012.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) If funding is appropriated for this purpose, school districts
shall provide all ninth graders enrolled in the district the option of
taking the PSAT at no cost to the student.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
enter into an agreenent with the firm that adm nisters the PSAT to
reinburse the firmfor the testing fees of students who take the test.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) The legislature intends to build on the
| essons learned in the Lorrai ne Wj ahn dysl exia pilot readi ng program
whi ch the |l egislature has funded since 2005.

(2) By September 15, 2008, each of the grant recipients shall
report to the office of the superintendent of public instruction on the
| essons learned in the pilot programregardi ng effective assessnent and
intervention prograns to help students with dyslexia or characteristics
of dyslexia, best practices for professional developnent, and
strategies to build capacity and sustainability anong teaching staff.

(3) By Decenmber 31, 2008, the office of the superintendent of

public instruction shall aggregate the reports from the grant
reci pients and provide a report and reconmendations to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature. The recommendations shall include how

the lessons learned through the pilot program are best shared wth
school districts and how the best practices can be inplenented
st at ew de.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 310
RCWto read as foll ows:

Educational service districts shall devel op and provide a program
of outreach to comunity-based prograns and organi zations wthin the
district that are serving non-English speaking segnents of the
popul ation as well as those prograns that target subgroups of students
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that may be struggling academcally, including to the extent possible,
African- Anerican, Native Anmerican, Asian, Pacific |slander, Hi spanic,
| ow i ncone, and special education. Educational service districts shal
consult and coordinate with the governor's mnority commssions in
order to efficiently conduct this outreach and are encouraged to enter
into partnerships wth representatives of the |ocal busi ness
communities in order to develop a coordinated outreach plan. The
pur pose of the outreach activities shall be to inform students via the
various comunity-based progranms and organi zations of the educational
opportunities avail able under chapter . . ., Laws of 2008 (this act)
and to engage themin the process as appropriate. Qutreach shall at a
m ni mum include information about the availability of dropout and
credit retrieval prograns, renedi ation prograns, and extended | earning
opportunities, including fifth year opportunities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8 (1) The legislature finds that educators are
faced with the conplex responsibility of educating an increasing
popul ati on of English |anguage |earners who speak a w de variety of
| anguages and dialects and may cone with varying levels of fornal
school i ng, students who cone from | owincome househol ds, and students
who have l|earning disabilities. These educators struggle to provide
meani ngful instruction that hel ps students neet high content standards
whil e overcom ng their challenges. The 2007 |egislature directed the
pr of essi onal educator standards board to begin the process of adopting
new certification requirenents and revising the higher education
teacher preparation programrequirenents. Additionally, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction was directed to contract with
t he northwest regional educational |aboratory to review and report on
the ongoing English as a second |anguage pilot projects and best
practices related to helping students who are English |anguage
learners. It is therefore the intent of the legislature to build upon
the work started in 2007 by requiring that the professional educator
standards board consider the findings of the northwest regional
educational | aboratory and incorporate into its ongoing work a revi ew
of how to revise the current certification requirenents and teacher
preparation prograns in order to better serve the needs of English
| anguage | earners.
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(2) The professional educator standards board shall convene a work
group to develop recommendations for increasing teacher know edge,
skills, and conpetencies to address the needs of English |anguage
| ear ner students. The work group shall include representatives from
t he Washi ngton associ ation of colleges for teacher education, schoo
districts with significant populations of English |anguage |earner
students who speak a single | anguage, school districts with significant
popul ati ons of English |anguage |earner students who speak multiple
| anguages, classroomteachers, English as a second | anguage teachers,
bi I i ngual education teachers, principals, the mgrant and bilingual
education office in the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, and the higher education coordinating board. I n maki ng
its selections, the professional educator standards board w Il include
menbers from diverse cultural backgrounds and strive to pronote
geogr aphi ¢ bal ance. The professional educator standards board shal
invite participation by the northwest regional educational |aboratory.

(3) The work group shall identify gaps and weaknesses in the
current knowl edge and skills standards for teacher preparation and
teacher conpetencies regarding understanding how students acquire
| anguage, how to teach academic content in English to non-English
speakers, and how to denonstrate cultural conpetence. The work group
shall look to the English as a second | anguage denonstrati on projects
under RCW 28A. 630. 058 and t he acconpanyi ng research and eval uati on by
t he northwest regional educational |aboratory.

(4)(a) The work group shall submt an interimreport by Decenber 1
2008, to the governor and the education and hi gher education conmttees
of the legislature with initial findings and general recomendations to
i nprove the teacher preparation know edge and skills standards and
teacher conpetencies in the areas identified under subsection (2) of
this section. Recomendati ons shall also include what professiona
devel opnent program conponents are nost effective for existing
educators of English | anguage | earners.

(b) A final report shall be submtted to the governor and the
education and higher education commttees of the legislature wth
speci fic recommendati ons by Decenber 1, 2009.

~-- END ---
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