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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6549

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education (originally sponsored by
Senators MAuliffe, Hobbs, Tom Wi nst ei n, Frankl i n, Zarel li,
Parl ette, Jacobsen, and Kohl -Well es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 01/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to culmnating projects in the area of
envi ronnent al education; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 310 RCW
adding a new section to chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. As a graduation requirenent, the cul mnating
project is intended to provide students with a unique opportunity to
evidence the totality of their educational experience through an
i ndi vidualized I|earning experience of their choosing. VWiile the
culmnating project is intended to show that the student net the
essential academ c |earning standards, it also provides a venue for the
student to explore areas of personal interest, develop |eadership
skills, and understand how the | earning standards connect with future
career opportunities.

The legislature supports the integration of natural science,
wldlife, and environnental education prograns into the common schoo
curriculumas a way to better engage students and to set the stage for
life-long learning. It is the intent of the legislature to strengthen
that integration by creating a programthat allows students to satisfy
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the cul m nating project through participation in high-quality, hands-on
environnmental or ecological projects that |link state academ c standards
with real-world |earning experiences. These projects w il begin
preparing students to be the next generation of |eaders with the
skills, know edge, and dispositions to effectively and creatively
address the chall enges and opportunities of the twenty-first century.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 310
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The sustainable environnent culmnating project grant program
is created to establish an organized regional approach to providing
environnmental ly related cul mnating projects for students that connect
school academcs with natural resource career possibilities. G ant
funds provided for the purpose of supporting environnmentally related
culmnating projects shall be disbursed through a conpetitive grant
process adm nistered through the educational service districts that
receive an appropriation in the budget.

(2) Educational service districts receiving funding shall award the
grant funds to a nonprofit organization that has proven experience wth
delivering applied learning opportunities to students in the area of
environnmental, ecological, agricultural, or other natural resource-
based education, including but not limted to areas of interest such as
ocean policy, biodiversity, Puget Sound clean-up, environnental
restoration, and climte change. The nonprofit organizations receiving
grants may work with tribal education departnments. Educational service
districts may pool grant funds and award a single grant to a single
nonprofit organization that will work w th individual school districts.

(3) The nonprofit grant recipients shall be required to provide
assistance to school districts through instructional resources and
support, professional developnment and equipnent sharing, and by
providing sanple «curricula and project ideas. The nonprofit
organi zations shall assist school districts in devel oping culmnating
projects for students that:

(a) Allow students to denonstrate their know edge and skills in
relationship to the essential academ c |earning standards and to do so
through integration of reading, witing, conmmunication, mathematics,
science, social studies, the arts, and health/fitness and in a real-
wor | d, hands-on context;
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(b) Provide a forum both virtual and in-person, that allows
students to be involved wth and interact wth scientists,
pol i cymakers, and local comrunity |eaders during the devel opnent and
conpl etion of the cul mnating project. A comunity nentoring conponent
shall be included in the programto provide support to students;

(c) Pronote | eadership skills;

(d) Are designed to inprove student |earning and pronote a sense of
personal responsibility through hands-on, technol ogy-assisted science
and community research in the field. The project shall require the
student to use scientific protocols to share data and conpare findi ngs
with others and learn firsthand the inpacts that people have on the
envi ronnent ; and

(e) Help students | earn about responsible stewardship and careers
I n sustai nabl e design.

(4) By Decenber 2009, the nonprofit organizations receiving grants
under this section shall report to the educational service districts
and the legislature the nunber of students served by the program the
types and nunber of culmnating projects conpleted, and the feedback on
the program from students, school adm nistrators, and teachers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of funds, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall work wth the nonprofit
grant recipients as provided in section 2 of this act to inplenent a
statewi de online project database in which students can find project
opportunities through connections wth comunity-based and agency
resources and where students can post their own projects and continue
or build on the work of other student projects. This database shall be
housed and managed by the office of the superintendent of public
i nstruction.

--- END ---
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