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SENATE BI LL 6543

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Murray and Kohl -Wel | es

Read first tinme 01/17/08. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to creating a central Puget Sound regional transit
authority; and adding a new chapter to Title 47 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that it
is the policy of the state of Washington to use tolling to generate
revenues for the transportation systemand optim ze predictable traffic
fl ow, reduce congestion, and support node shift into alternatives.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Central Puget Sound regional tolling authority” or "authority"
means a governing board, admnistered by the Puget Sound regional
council, that is legally enpowered to review and adjust toll rates on
transportation projects within the central Puget Sound region.

(2) "Central Puget Sound region" includes King, Snohom sh, Pierce,
and Kitsap counties.

(3) "Eligible toll facility" or "eligible toll facilities" neans
portions of the state highway system specifically identified by the
Puget Sound regional counci | i ncl udi ng, but not Ilimted to,
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transportation corridors, bridges, crossings, interchanges, on-ranps,
of f-ranps, approaches, bistate facilities, and i nterconnecti ons between
hi ghways.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The central Puget Sound regional tolling
authority is the sole tolling authority for the central Puget Sound
regi on. The authority shall be conprised of conm ssioners from the
central Puget Sound region and governor-appointed officials, as
recommended by the Puget Sound regional council. The authority shall:

(a) Set toll rates, establish appropriate exenptions, if any, and
make adj ustnments as conditions warrant on eligible toll facilities;

(b) Reviewtoll collection policies, toll operations policies, and
toll revenue expenditures on the eligible toll facilities and report
annually on this reviewto the | egislature.

(2) In setting and periodically adjusting toll rates, the authority
must ensure that toll rates wll generate revenue sufficient to:

(a) Meet the operating costs of the eligible toll facilities,
i ncl udi ng necessary mai nt enance, preservation, adm nistration, and tol
enforcenent by public | aw enforcenent;

(b) Meet obligations for the repaynent of debt and interest on the
eligible toll facilities, and any other associated financing costs
including, but not limted to, required reserves, mninmum debt coverage
or other appropriate contingency funding, and insurance; and

(c) Meet any other obligations of the authority to provide its
proportionate share of funding contributions for any projects or
operations of the eligible toll facilities.

(3) The established toll rates may include variable pricing, and
should be set to optimze system performance, recognizing necessary
trade-offs to generate revenue for the purposes specified in subsection
(2) of this section. Tolls may vary for type of vehicle, tine of day,
traffic conditions, or other factors designed to inprove perfornmance of
the system

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The central Puget Sound regional tolling
authority may authorize the inposition of tolls on eligible tolling
facilities.

(2) Al revenue froman eligible toll facility nmust be used only to
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construct, inprove, preserve, maintain, or operate the eligible tol
facility on or in which the revenue is collected. Expenditures of tol
revenues are subject to appropriation and nmust be made only:

(a) To cover the operating costs of the eligible toll facility,
i ncl udi ng necessary nai nt enance, preservation, adm nistration, and tol
enforcenent by public | aw enforcenent;

(b) To neet obligations for the repaynment of debt and interest on
the eligible toll facilities, and any other associated financing costs
including, but not limted to, required reserves and insurance;

(c) To provide for the operations of vessels, buses, vehicles, or
ot her conveyances of people or goods on the eligible toll facility in
the case of public mass transit operations; or

(d) For any other inprovenents to the eligible toll facility.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The Puget Sound regional council, as
adm nistrator of the authority, shall evaluate and recommend an
appropriate board conposition for the authority. The council nust

present their recommendation to the legislature for approval by
February 1, 20009.

The Puget Sound regional council shall also evaluate the
transportation needs in the Puget Sound region and recomend a policy
framework to guide the decisions regarding the tolling of specific
facilities and corridors wthin the Puget Sound region. The counci
shal |l present their recomendations to the | egislature for approval by
February 1, 20009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 47 RCW

~-- END ---
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