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SENATE BI LL 6538

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Tom Hobbs, Rasnussen, Kauffman, Kastama
Murray, and Shin; by request of Superintendent of Public Instruction

Read first time 01/17/08. Referred to Conmttee on Early Learning &
K- 12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to inproving reading instruction; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that while significant
gains have been nmade in reading achievenent by students in public
school s during the past decade, additional resources and assistance are
needed in mddle, junior high, and high schools. In these schools,
teachers need additional tools and strategies to increase reading
achi evenment, including professional devel opnent pertaining to phonem c

awar eness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and conprehension. The
| egislature further finds that w thout an increased investnent by the
| egislature, a large nunber of students will continue to |eave high
school wth belowbasic reading skills. Wthout these essential

reading skills, these students not only will struggle academ cally, but
also will struggle socially, enotionally, and econom cally.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:
(1) The Washington state adol escent reading program is created
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The purpose of the programis to develop and inplenment a statew de,
conprehensive programthat will provide teachers the tools, skills, and
knowl edge to successfully teach struggling adol escent students to read.
The programw || consist of four major conponents, which shall include:
St at ewi de | eadership and coor di nati on; r egi onal | eader shi p,
coordination, and assistance provided by reading specialists at
educational service districts; school district curriculum support and

techni cal assistance; and school-based assistance that wll vary
depending on the nunber of struggling readers. Assi stance shall
i ncl ude both the teaching of foundational literacy and inpl enentation

of effective, sustainable reading systens wthin school districts and
school s.

(2) Statew de | eadership and coordi nation shall be provided by the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction. |In this capacity,
the office shall hire staff who: Understand reading research; know how
to apply the research in school districts, buildings, and cl assroons;
and understand the critical elenments needed for systemm de change
These staff shall provide statew de | eadership, coordination, technical
expertise, and logistics to successfully inplenent the program

(3) In order to ensure that technical assistance is provided
statewide, a reading specialist shall be hired at each educational
service district, wth tw specialists hired in the Puget Sound
educat i onal service district. These reading specialists are
responsi ble for providing training and information to school district
curriculumdirectors, mddle, junior high, and high school principals,

cl assroom t eachers, Engl i sh | anguage | ear ner t eachers,
par aprof essionals who assist students in learning to read, and other
individuals who are assisting students to read. Sel ection of the

readi ng specialists shall be done jointly by the superintendent of each
educational service district and a representative of the office of the
superintendent of public instruction.

(4) To help school district curriculum directors understand the
foundational skills needed to teach reading and to understand how to
i npl enent effective reading systens in school districts and school s,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction and the
educational service district reading specialists shall provide training
opportunities for school district curriculum directors and other
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appropriate district personnel to address specifically how to inprove
the teaching of reading in school districts, schools, and cl assroons.

(5)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
create a school -based assistance program that has three different
| evel s of support depending on the nunber of students who have not net
the readi ng standard on the WAshi ngton assessnent of student | earning.
Schools with larger nunbers of students who have not net the reading
standard shall receive nore intensive assistance, while schools wth
smal | er nunbers of struggling readers shall be provided a | ower |evel
of assistance. The specific types of assistance that will be provided,
depending on the level of support, include, but are not limted to:
The provision of training and instructional materials in research-based
reading intervention prograns; site visits to provide technica
assi stance; the funding of reading coaches; the provision and training
on the use of common reading diagnostic assessnments; and information
regardi ng how to design a school wi de readi ng system

(b) The school -based assistance program shall be initially
inplemented in high schools in the 2008-09 school year. The
school - based assistance program shall be expanded to include mddle
school s and juni or high schools beginning in the 2009-10 school year.
The superintendent shall develop criteria and inplement a process for
selecting the schools that wll receive the differing levels of
assi st ance.

(c) Schools selected for the two highest |evels of assistance shal
recei ve assi stance for three school years.

(6) Subject to funds appropriated specifically for this purpose,
the superintendent of public instruction shall contract with a third
party to evaluate the effectiveness of the adol escent readi ng program
and to recommend actions that could be taken to make the adol escent
readi ng programnore effective. The evaluation shall be submtted to
the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2010.

--- END ---
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