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SENATE BI LL 6477

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Hobbs, Pridenore, Roach, Rasnussen, Hatfield, Stevens,
Ber key, Eide, Sheldon, Honeyford, Shin, Keiser, Hewtt, Kline,
McAuliffe, Zarelli, Benton, and Kil ner

Read first time 01/17/08. Referred to Conmittee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to providing state assistance to |owincone
homeowners; adding a new section to chapter 82.32 RCW creating a new
section; and nmaking an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The intent of this act is to provide
assistance to | owinconme honeowners with the burden of property taxes.
Property taxes can be a barrier to honeownership, especially to the
| ow-i ncome segnent of our society. This act wll help these
i ndi vi dual s enter into honeownership.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 82.32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in RCW84.36.383 apply to this section.

(2) A person may receive state assistance in the formof a paynent
that is based on the amobunt of excess and regul ar real property taxes
levied for collection in 2008, in accordance with the foll ow ng:

(a) The property taxes must have been inposed upon a residence that
was occupi ed by the person claimng the assistance as a principal place
of residence as of January 1, 2008.
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(b) The person claimng the assistance nust have owned, at the tine
of filing, in fee, as a |life estate, or by contract purchase, the
residence on which the property taxes have been inposed or if the
person claimng the assistance lives in a cooperative housing
associ ation, corporation, or partnership, such person nust own a share
representing the unit or portion of the structure in which he or she
resi des. For purposes of this subsection, a residence owned by a
marital community or owned by cotenants shall be deened to be owned by
each spouse or cotenant, and any lease for |ife shall be deened a life
est at e.

(c) The person nust have a conbi ned di sposabl e i ncone, as defined
in RCW 84.36.383, which is less than the statew de nedian incone as
cal cul ated for cal endar year 2007.

(d) The ampunt of assistance is equal to ten percent of the anpunt
of excess and regular real property taxes levied for collection in
2008.

(e) The person claimng the assistance nust file a claimwth the
department in a form and nmanner prescribed by the departnment prior to
Septenber 1, 2008.

(3) If the departnment determ nes a claimfor assistance is valid,
the departnent shall pay the claimonly from noneys appropriated for
pur poses of this section.

(4) A person signing a false claimwth the intent to defraud or
obtain a paynent in excess of the anpbunt to which the person is
entitled is guilty of the offense of perjury under chapter 9.72 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sum of one hundred seventy mllion
dollars, or as nmuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, from the general fund to the
departnment of revenue for the purpose of paying clains under section 2
of this act.

~-- END ---
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