©O© 00 N o 0 b

10
11
12
13

14
15
16
17

S-4117.1

SENATE BI LL 6466

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Roach, Tom Rasnussen, MAuliffe, Hobbs, Stevens, Delvin,
Shin, and Carrel

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Conmttee on Early Learning &
K- 12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to instruction in Spanish and Chinese |anguages;
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A mjority of students in Washi ngton do not
have the opportunity to study any |anguage other than English unti
they are in mddle school, or nore often, in high school. Educational
systens of other nations, sone of which are much |ess economcally
devel oped than the United States, begin second |anguage study in the

early elenentary grades. Washi ngton's econony is tied to world
mar ket pl ace. In order to develop a greater sense of the world's
cul ture and geography, ways for students at all levels to be provided

the opportunity to develop fluency in a second |anguage should be
expl or ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A task force is created to conduct an
inventory of Spanish and Chinese |anguage prograns, curricula,
suppl enmentary materials, and professional developnent initiatives
currently wused in Washington. The task force shall make
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recommendations to establish the systemto support Chinese and Spani sh
| anguage | earners in Washi ngton. At a mnimum the task force shal
identify strategies to address the following three critical needs:

(a) Creating a supply of qualified | anguage teachers;

(b) Increasing the nunber and quality of school prograns; and

(c) Devel oping appropriate curriculum materials, and assessnents,
i ncl udi ng technol ogy-based delivery systens.

(2) Menbers of the task force shall include representatives from
the office of the superintendent of public instruction, professiona
educat or standards board, higher education, the Washington state school
directors' association, the Washi ngton educati on associ ation, and world
| anguage nonprofit organi zations.

(3) The task force shall report its findings to appropriate
commttees of the legislature by January 1, 2010.

~-- END ---
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