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S-4954.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6405

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators Swecker
and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the liability of persons rescued from flood
wat ers on hi ghways; and adding a new section to chapter 46.61 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A person is liable for the cost incurred by the state, |oca
muni ci pality, or public agency that rescues that person from fl ood
waters on a highway if:

(a) The rescue was necessary because the person who was rescued
intentionally ignored warning signs; and

(b) By the person obeying warning signs, the need for the rescue
woul d have been avoi ded.

(2) A person shall not be liable for the costs associated with his
or her rescue if:

(a) Hs or her failure to heed the warning signs was due to a
i fe-threateni ng energency; or

(b) Under the circunstances, a reasonable person woul d have ignored
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1 t he warni ng signs.

~-- END ---
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