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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6348

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Water, Energy & Tel econmunications (originally sponsored by
Senat or Morton)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 07/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the interwatershed transfer of water rights; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that interwatershed
water rights transfers pose a threat to the economc and social welfare
of rural comunities. Because it is increasingly difficult for water
users to acquire new water rights, transfers are indeed a val uabl e and

necessary water nanagenent tool. However, the permanent transfer of
water rights away from Washington's rural comunities has serious
econom ¢ and social inpacts. Al though a rural water rights holder

receives conpensation for transferring water rights outside of a
wat ershed, third parties such as |aborers and supporting businesses
suffer. The | oss of water rights also reduces |and use options and
property values, resulting in a shrinking revenue base for rural |ocal
governnents. Finally, the loss of water rights can pernmanently change
the character of agricultural |and and the surrounding rural comunity.
Therefore, the legislature intends to protect rural comunities from
the permanent and harnful inpacts of interwatershed water rights
transfers.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of ecology nust work
diligently with appropriate |egislators, stakehol ders, representatives
of appropriate tribal interests, and |ocal governnents within water
resource inventory areas 43, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57, 58, 59,
60, 61, and 62 to assess existing and potential new water sources,
i ncl udi ng snowpack, in order to protect the economc and social welfare
of rural comunities. The departnent of ecol ogy nust submt a report,
including detailed legislative and policy recomendations, to the
appropriate conmmttees of the |legislature by Septenber 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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