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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6276

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Human Services & Corrections (originally sponsored by
Senators Kohl -Welles, Swecker, MAuliffe, Regala, Schoesler, Mirray,
Shin, Eide, Kauffmn, Shel don, Rasnussen, Kline, and MDernott)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to creating a donmestic violence pilot program to
colocate a donestic violence advocate in departnent of social and
heal th services offices; adding a new section to chapter 74.13 RCW and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By January 2009, the departnment of social and health services
shall create a pilot program to place a full-tine donmestic violence
expert in a mninmm of two division of children and famly services
of fices. In selecting the offices to participate in the program the
secretary shall site one in a county with a popul ation of at |east one
mllion and the other in a county with a population of Iess than two
hundr ed t housand.

(2) The purpose of the program is to provide donestic violence
safety planning, information, and support to division of children and
famly services workers to assist in identifying and responding
effectively to donestic violence in their casel oads.
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(3) The departnent shall use a request for proposal process and
shall select the pilot sites by Septenber 2008. The request for
proposal shall require that the successful bidder have experience
providing donmestic violence services and experience working wth
famlies involved with child protective services or child welfare
servi ces.

(4) The donestic violence expert shall provide consultation and
training to child protective services social workers so that they may
i ncrease their know edge of donestic violence and practice skills for
addressing donestic violence in their caseloads, and provide safe,
effective responses for children and their famlies experiencing
donestic viol ence.

(5) Alleged donestic violence shall not be considered in devel opi ng
a case plan under chapter 13.34 RCWunl ess there has been a finding of
donestic viol ence under chapter 26.44, 26.09, 26.50, or 13.34 RCW

(6) The donmestic violence expert shall not provide case
consultation services or direct advocacy to any famly receiving
services fromthe departnent.

(7) The departnent shall select pilot program sites in which the
supervisors who will work with the pilot program in the division of
children and famly services offices have formal training and
experience working with famlies affected by donestic violence and
child maltreatnent and who have participated in best practices work
groups for donestic violence issues.

(8) The Washington state institute for public policy shall evaluate
the pilot program to determne the outcones of the program The
institute shall evaluate the pilot program by conparing program and
nonprogramsites to determ ne the foll ow ng outcones:

(a) Changes to the rate of being referred back to child protective
services intake for donestic violence rel ated concerns;

(b) Whether there are docunented safety assessnents that identify
donestic violence safety risk factors for the children and the adult
victimof donestic violence;

(c) Wether there are docunented service plans with strategies that
address and mtigate identified donestic violence safety ri sks;

(d) \Whether there is an increase in the ability of the adult
victins of donestic violence to identify safety risks and adverse
i npacts of donestic violence on the children; and
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(e) Wiether there is an increase in the adult donmestic violence
victims access to resources available to themw thin the comunity to
i ncrease the safety and security for thensel ves and the children.

(9)(a) The institute shall use the results of the evaluation to
identify the effectiveness of the program including effectiveness of
training and consultation, changes in social worker practices,
i nprovenents in services to famlies, barriers to inplenmenting program
services, and service gaps for famlies affected by donestic viol ence.

(b) The evaluation shall include reconmendations to the departnent
for inproving donestic violence responses in other division of children
and famly services community offices of Washi ngton state.

(10) The institute shall report the findings of the programto the
appropriate conmmttees of the |legislature by Decenber 1, 2011.

(11) This section expires January 1, 2012.

~-- END ---
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