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SENATE BI LL 6223

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser, Pflug, Parlette, Kohl-Wlles, and Franklin

Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing energency nedical technicians to
adm ni ster glucagon in energency situations; adding a new section to
chapter 18.73 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that hypoglycema is
a severe nedical problemfor people with diabetes. Miintaining contro
of bl ood sugar |evels requires disciplined self-nmanagenent, a chall enge
especially for young children, adol escent s, and the elderly.
Hypogl ycem ¢ epi sodes can have catastrophic outcones, resulting in
sei zure, brain damage, and death. Rapid and appropriate adm nistration
of oral glucose can counteract a severe hypogl ycem c epi sode, and may
make the difference between |ife and death.

The legislature finds that the adm nistration of oral glucose is
not indicated in certain situations, and the adm nistration of gl ucagon

is the preferred nmethod of treatnent. The | egislature further finds
that sonme situations may arise when glucagon nust be adm nistered by
injection to save a person's life. It is paranount that energency

response personnel receive appropriate training on the use of energency
gl ucagon pens to treat severe hypogl ycem a.
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The purpose of this act is to authorize enmergency nedical
technicians to adm ni ster glucagon in energency situations and to have
gl ucagon energency kits available in their emergency care supplies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.73 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Al of the state's anbulance and aid services shall nmake
gl ucagon energency kits available to their energency nedica
technicians in their energency care supplies. The energency nedica
techni ci an may adm ni ster gl ucagon.

(2) Nothing in this section authorizes the admnistration of
gl ucagon by a first responder.

~-- END ---
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