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SENATE BI LL 6206

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Zarelli, Pflug, Hargrove, and Stevens

Read first time 01/ 14/08. Referred to Conmttee on Hunman Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to child fatality and near fatality reviews;
amendi ng RCW 74. 13. 640 and 74.13.505; adding a new chapter to Title 74
RCW creating a new section; and recodifying RCW 74. 13. 640.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds the children of the
state of Washington are the state's greatest resource, and that
governmental authorities nust nake the prevention of child abuse and
neglect a forenost priority. The legislature recognizes that
preventable child fatalities and near fatalities represent the greatest
failure of the child protection system but also the nobst neaningfu
opportunity for reform

To assist policynakers, governnmental authorities, and concerned
citizens in better protecting children, the |egislature hereby requires
unexpected child fatalities or near fatalities occurring wthin one
year of the child receiving child welfare services be revi ewed.

It is the intent of the | egislature that such reviews be based on
conpl ete, accurate, and inpartial data that |ead to recomendations for
i nproved practice.
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To ensure such recommendations are given adequate attention, the
| egislature intends to require reviews be posted to a public web site,
that |egislative hearings be held on reviews where parent or caretaker
abuse or neglect led to the fatality or near fatality, and that the
office of the famly and children's onbudsman i ssue annual reports on
the status and inplementation of fatality and near fatality review
recommendat i ons.

Sec. 2. RCW74.13.640 and 2004 c 36 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment ((ef——seetal—andhealth-serviees)) shall conduct
achild fatality or near fatality reviewin the event of an unexpected
death or near fatality of a mnor in the state who is in the care of or
receiving services described in chapter 74.13 RCWfrom the depart nent
or who has been in the care of or received services described in
chapter 74.13 RCW from the departnment within one year preceding the
m nor's deat h.

(2) ((Upon conclusion of a child fatality review required pursuant

I . 1) of thi on—t4 I hall i

I . e cul . ” L (2} of th on)) Ln

the event of a child identified under subsection (1) of this section

whose fatality or near fatality is the result of apparent abuse by his
or her parent or caretaker, or upon the recommendation of the office of
the famly and children's onbudsnan, the review team shall be conprised
of individuals who had no involvenent in the case but whose
prof essional expertise is pertinent to the dynam cs of the case.

Sec. 3. RCW74.13.505 and 1997 ¢ 305 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

For purposes of RCW 74.13.500, the following information shall be
di scl osabl e:

(1) The nanme of the abused or neglected child;

(2) The determ nation made by the departnent of the referrals, if
any, for abuse or neglect;
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(3) ldentification of child protective or other services provided
or actions, if any, taken regarding the child named in the report and
his or her famly as a result of any such report or reports. These
records include but are not |limted to admnistrative reports of
fatality, fatality or near fatality review reports, case files,
i nspection reports, and reports relating to social work practice
i ssues; and

(4) Any actions taken by the departnent in response to reports of
abuse or neglect of the child.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Child" nmeans a person |l ess than eighteen years of age.

(2) "Near fatality" has the sanme nmeaning as defined in RCW
74.13.500(4).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Upon conclusion of a child fatality or near
fatality review required under RCW 74.13.640 (as recodified by this
act), the departnent shall issue a report on the results of the review
wi thin one hundred eighty days follow ng the unexpected death or near
fatality of the child, unless an extension has been granted by the
gover nor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Reports issued pursuant to section 5 of
this act shall be distributed to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egi sl ature, and the departnent shall create a public web site where
all child fatality and near fatality review reports required by section
5 of this act shall be posted and mai nt ai ned.

(2) Wthin thirty days after a child fatality or near fatality
review report is issued in response to a child' s death or near fatality
that resulted from abuse by the child' s parent or caretaker, the
appropriate commttees of the legislature shall hold a joint public
hearing to consider the findings.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The office of the famly and children's
onbudsman shall issue an annual report to the |legislature on the status
of the inplenmentation of child fatality and near fatality review
recomendati ons.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 4 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 74 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. RCW 74.13.640 is recodified in the new
chapter created in section 8 of this act.

~-- END ---
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