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SENATE BI LL 6202

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Shel don and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Qperations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to false and defamatory statenents about candi dates
for public office; and anendi ng RCW 42. 17. 530.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.530 and 2005 c 445 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) It is aviolation of this chapter for a person to sponsor with
actual malice:

(a) Political advertising or an el ectioneering comrunication that
contains a false statement of material fact about a candidate for
public office, and is defamatory wth regard to that candi date.
However, this subsection (1)(a) does not apply to statenents made by a
candidate or the candidate's agent about the candidate hinself or
hersel f;

(b) Political advertising or an el ectioneering comrunication that
falsely represents that a candidate is the incunbent for the office
sought when in fact the candidate is not the incunbent;

(c) Political advertising or an el ectioneering comrunication that
makes either directly or indirectly, a false claimstating or inplying
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t he support or endorsenent of any person or organi zation when in fact
t he candi date does not have such support or endorsenent.

(2) Any violation of this section shall be proven by clear and
convi nci ng evi dence.

~-- END ---
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