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S-4979.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6185

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators Fairley and Hatfield)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing periodic property tax paynents by
el ectronic funds transfer; anmending RCW 84.56.020; and adding a new
section to chapter 84.56 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 84.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Pursuant to RCW 36.29.190, a county legislative authority by
properly adopted ordi nance may aut horize, but not require, paynent of
taxes under this chapter by electronic funds transfer. The ordi nance
may authorize electronic funds transfer paynments on a nonthly,
quarterly, sem annual, or such other periodic basis as the county
| egislative authority deens proper.

(2) Where pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, a county
| egi slative authority authorizes periodic paynents in advance of the
statutory due dates in RCW 84.56.020, earnings on such prepaynents in
a depository account nust be paid to the credit of a special interest
account to be used by the county treasurer only for the paynent of the
expenses incurred in establishing and admnistering the system for
col | ecting prepaynents.
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(3) Delinquent taxes shall be subject to interest and penalties as
provided for in RCW 84.56.020(5).

(4) "Electronic funds transfer” has the same nmeaning as provided in
RCW 82. 32. 085.

Sec. 2. RCWB84.56.020 and 2007 ¢ 105 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The county treasurer shall be the receiver and collector of al
t axes extended upon the tax rolls of the county, whether levied for
state, county, school, bridge, road, municipal or other purposes, and
also of all fines, forfeitures or penalties received by any person or
officer for the use of his or her county. No treasurer shall accept
tax paynments or issue receipts for the sanme until the treasurer has
conpleted the tax roll for the current year's collection and provided
notification of the conpletion of the roll. Notification may be
acconplished electronically, by posting a notice in the office, or
through other witten conmunication as determned by the treasurer.
All taxes wupon real and personal property nade payable by the
provisions of this title shall be due and payable to the treasurer on
or before the thirtieth day of April and, except as provided in this
section, shall be delinquent after that date.

(2) Each tax statenent shall include a notice that checks for
paynment of taxes may be nade payable to "Treasurer of .o
County" or other appropriate office, but tax statenments shall not
i ncl ude any suggestion that checks may be nade payable to the nane of
the individual holding the office of treasurer nor any other
i ndi vi dual

(3) Wien the total anount of tax or special assessnents on personal
property or on any |lot, block or tract of real property payable by one
person is fifty dollars or nore, and if one-half of such tax be paid on
or before the thirtieth day of April, the remai nder of such tax shal
be due and payable on or before the thirty-first day of October
foll ow ng and shall be delinquent after that date.

(4) When the total anount of tax or special assessnents on any | ot,
bl ock or tract of real property or on any nobile honme payable by one
person is fifty dollars or nore, and if one-half of such tax be paid
after the thirtieth day of April but before the thirty-first day of
Cctober, together with the applicable interest and penalty on the ful
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anount of tax payable for that year, the remai nder of such tax shall be
due and payable on or before the thirty-first day of October foll ow ng
and shall be delinquent after that date.

(5) Delingquent taxes under this section are subject to interest at
the rate of twelve percent per annum conputed on a nonthly basis on the
full year anmount of tax unpaid fromthe date of delinquency until paid.
Interest shall be calculated at the rate in effect at the tinme of
paynent of the tax, regardl ess of when the taxes were first delinquent.
In addition, delinquent taxes under this section are subject to
penalties as foll ows:

(a) A penalty of three percent of the full year anmount of tax
unpai d shall be assessed on the tax delinquent on June 1lst of the year
in which the tax i s due.

(b) An additional penalty of eight percent shall be assessed on the
anount of tax delinquent on Decenber 1st of the year in which the tax
i s due.

(6) Subsection (5) of this section notw thstanding, no interest or
penalties may be assessed during any period of arnmed conflict on
del i nquent taxes inposed on the personal residences owned by active
duty mlitary personnel who are participating as part of one of the
branches of the mlitary involved in the conflict and assigned to a
duty station outside the territorial boundaries of the United States.

(7) For purposes of this chapter, "interest" neans both interest
and penalties.

(8 Al collections of interest on delinquent taxes shall be
credited to the county current expense fund; but the cost of
foreclosure and sale of real property, and the fees and costs of
di straint and sale of personal property, for delinquent taxes, shall,
when col l ected, be credited to the operation and mai ntenance fund of
the county treasurer prosecuting the foreclosure or distraint or sale;
and shall be used by the county treasurer as a revolving fund to defray
the cost of further foreclosure, distraint and sale for delinquent
taxes without regard to budget limtations.

(9) Paynent dates, interest, and penalties under this section nmay
not apply to tax paynents nmade in conpliance with an ordinance
aut hori zing periodic electronic funds transfer paynents adopted by a

p. 3 SSB 6185



1 county leqgislative authority under section 1 of this act.
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