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SENATE BI LL 6116

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Pflug, Hobbs, Benton, Zarelli, Shin, Stevens, Kilner,
Hatfield, Roach, WMarr, Swecker, Hargrove, Brandland, Hol nui st,
Honeyford, Carrell and Kohl-Welles

Read first time 02/23/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to health care for veterans; adding a new section
to chapter 43.70 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that our prinmary care
health care system may not be prepared to care for the routine health
care needs of veterans and fully prepared to address the physical and
mental health needs of our veterans, especially those returning
recently fromwar. Many veterans are living wwth chronic illness and
di sability. It would be to the great benefit of veterans and their
famlies to ensure that primary care providers are prepared to care for
the chronic conditions and injuries, as well as the routine health care
needs, of veterans.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.70 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall conduct a program of training and
techni cal assistance for providers of primary care regarding care of
veterans who have served in heavy conbat zones and have chronic
condi tions. The program shall enphasize evidence-based high quality
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preventive and chronic disease and injury care that addresses the
di seases and injuries that are nost prevalent in veterans, and
particularly those returning recently from the conbat zone. The
departnent nmy designate one or nore chronic conditions to be the
subj ect of the program

(2) The training and techni cal assistance programshall include the
foll ow ng el enents:

(a) dinical information systens and sharing and organization of
patient data;

(b) Decision support to pronote evi dence-based care;

(c) dinical delivery system design;

(d) Support for patients nmanagi ng their own conditions;

(e) Collaboration with facilities and providers that serve
primarily veterans; and

(f) Identification and wuse of comunity resources that are
available in the community for patients and their famlies.

(3) In selecting primary care providers to participate in the
program the departnent shall consider the geographic location in
proximty to mlitary bases, nunber and type of patients with chronic
conditions and injuries the provider serves, and the provider's
participation in the nedicaid and nedi care prograns.
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