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S-1688. 2

SENATE BI LL 6060

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Kline

Read first time 02/16/2007. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to unl awful detainer action proceedi ngs and notice
for nonpaynent of rent; anending RCW 59.18.375; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
create a clear, efficient, and fair process for both tenants and
| andlords in the determ nation of unlawful detainer actions. Landlord-
tenant | aws and proceedi ngs are often conplex and confusing. Tenants
and |l andlords are insufficiently educated about the |aw and are often
unrepresented by counsel in | egal proceedings that determ ne possession
of a hone. The | egislature has created a special process for those
proceedi ngs where nonpaynent of rent is alleged. Because of the short
tinelines in those proceedings and the inportant property rights at
stake, the legislature intends that this process be clarified in terns
of the notice provided to tenants by | andlords who utilize this speci al
proceeding in evicting a tenant for nonpaynent of rent.

Sec. 2. RCW 59. 18. 375 and 2006 ¢ 51 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) The renedies provided by this section are in addition to other
remedi es provided by this chapter.

(2) In an action of forcible entry, detainer, or unlawf ul detainer,
comrenced under this chapter which is based upon nonpaynent of rent as
provided in RCW 59.12.030(3), the defendant shall pay into the court
registry the amount alleged due in the conplaint and continue to pay
into the court registry the nonthly rent as it becones due under the
terns of the rental agreenent while the action is pending. I f before
or at the tinme and place fixed for the hearing of the plaintiff's
notion for a wit of restitution the defendant submts to the court a
witten statenment signed and sworn under penalty of perjury or, at the
hearing, makes an oral statenent to the court under oath denying that

the rent alleged due in the conplaint is owing based upon a |egal or
equi t abl e defense or set-off arising out of the tenancy, such paynent
shal | not be required.

' | | t+on)) before or at the show cause

hearing. The defendant nust be provided with separate witten notice
of the requirenents under subsection (2) of this section in the form
set forth in subsection (4) of this section. This notice nust be
served wth and in the sane manner as the order to show cause under RCW
59.18.370. Failure of the defendant to conply with this section shal
be grounds for the i mredi ate i ssuance of a wit of restitution wthout
bond directing the sheriff to deliver possession of the premses to the
plaintiff. The court shall not issue a wit of restitution under this
section if the plaintiff fails to conply with the notice requirenents
in this section. Issuance of a wit of restitution under this section
shall not affect the defendant's right to a hearing ((te—ecoentest—the
anmount of rent alleged to be due.
4y T of I hall I . . I I I I
Ll I . I . o
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seet+oen)) on the nerits. If rent is not found to be due and ow ng or
the case is disnmssed on other grounds, then the wit of restitution
must be guashed. If a finding is made that rent is owed and al

amounts due are paid into the court registry within five days of the
finding, then the tenant nmay reinstate his or her tenancy if he or she
neets the requirenents of RCW59. 18. 410.

((66))) (4) If the plaintiff intends to use the procedures in this
section, the ((summhAs—rust—eoentain)) notice to the defendant ((ef))
must include the paynent requirenents of this section and be
substantially in the follow ng form

NOTI CE
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HVPORTANT
F . | hi on- | i .
i | ol hi )
IN THE SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHI NGTON I N AND FOR .

COUNTY
)
Plaintiff ) NO.
)
Vs ) RCW 59.18.375 NOTICE
) ABOUT YOUR RENT
Defendant )
)

| MPORTANT NOTI CE ABOUT YOUR RENT.
PLEASE READ | T CAREFULLY.

TH S IS AN EVICTION LAWBU T FOR NONPAYMENT OF RENT. |1F YOU WANT TO
AVO D LGSI NG YOUR HOVE YOU MUST TAKE THE FOLLOW NG ACTI ON BY THE DATE
AND TI ME OF YOUR SHOW CAUSE HEARI NG SET FORTH BELOW

ONORBEFORE . . .Date. . . AT . . .Tine. . . YOU MJST El THER

1. Pay into the court registry the anbunt of rent stated in the
conplaint in the sumof $. . .Amount. . . and continue to pay into the
court reqistry the nonthly rent as it becones due under the terns of

the rental agreenent while the eviction lawsuit is pending. Payment

must be in the formof cash, cashier's check, or noney order. Personal
checks are not accepted. The address of the court reqgistry is:

. Addr ess.

R

2. If you think that you do not owe the anmpunt vour landlord is
reqguesting, then you nust file with the superior court clerk a witten
stat enent signed and sworn under penalty of perjury stating that you do
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not owe the amount of rent stated in the conpl ai nt because you have a
|l egal or equitable defense. The address of the court clerk is:

. Addr ess.

R
3 At the tinme and place of the show cause hearing, orally deny
under oath that the rent alleged due in the complaint is ow ng based
upon a legal or equitable defense or set-off arising out of the
t enancy.

| F YOU DO NOI' COVPLY W TH THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S NOTI CE, THEN THE
COURT NAY | MVEDI ATELY I SSUE A WRIT OF RESTI TUTI ON DI RECTI NG THE SHERI FF
TO EVICT YOU FROM YOUR HOVE AND DELI VER POSSESSI ON OF THE PREM SES TO
THE PLAI NTI FF.

~-- END ---
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