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S-1353. 2

SENATE BI LL 5890

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Tom Honeyford, Kilnmer, MCaslin, Keiser and Delvin

Read first tinme 02/06/2007. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commer ce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Rel ating to studying residential construction; creating new
sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that honeowners have
experienced problens in residential construction, resulting in great
economc loss, only to discover that there are |limted renedies
available at law, if any. However, it is unclear if construction
defects are an industry-wide problemor |limted to a small segnent of
bui | ders and ot her construction professionals. The scope and nature of
the probl em nmust be determned in order for the legislature to devel op
a conprehensive solution that may necessitate several pieces of
| egi slation covering a wi de range of issues fromcontractor |icensing,
permt processes and sign offs, requirenents of the state buil ding code
and of building officials, as well as honmeowner warranties.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Acommttee on residential construction
is created. The conmttee consists of the follow ng nenbers who have
experience and expertise in residential construction |aw or residential
construction:
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(a) One nenber from each caucus of the senate, appointed by the
presi dent of the senate;

(b) One nenber from each caucus of the house of representatives,
appoi nted by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(c) The director of the departnment of |abor and industries or the
director's designee;

(d) The president of the state building code council or the
presi dent's designee;

(e) The followi ng four nenbers, jointly appointed by the speaker of
t he house of representatives and the president of the senate:

(i) Two buil ders;

(1i) Aresidential construction defect plaintiff's attorney; and

(ti1) Aresidential construction defect defense attorney.

(2) The commttee shall choose two cochairs from anong its
menber shi p.

(3) The comm ttee shall

(a) Examne the issue of contractor licensing including, but not
limted to, whether contractors should be |icensed and what educati on
and training requirenents should exist;

(b) Evaluate whether ~current surety bond requirenents are
sufficient or if increased or additional bonding requirenents are
necessary to protect both construction professionals and honebuyers;

(c) Exam ne the state building code and determ ne whether the code
shoul d be strengthened to protect honmeowners;

(d) Determ ne whether there should be increased standards for city
and county buil ding i nspectors;

(e) Study current renedies at law for residential construction
defects; and

(f) Evaluate what inpact a statutory warranty for new hone
construction would have on the industry and honebuyers including, but

not limted to, any concerns regarding increased insurance costs for
construction professionals. Wthin this evaluation, the conmttee
shall examne other states that have inplenented statutory hone

warranties including, at a mninmm Mryland and California.

(4) By Decenber 31, 2007, the commttee shall deliver to the
consuner protection and housing conmttee of the senate and the
judiciary commttee of the house of representatives a report of the
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1 findi ngs and concl usions of the commttee and any proposed | egislation.

2 NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires January 31, 2008.

~-- END ---
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