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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5830

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kauffman, Brown, Rasnussen, Keiser, Kohl-
Welles, McAuliffe and Shin)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to home visitation services for famlies; anending
RCW 43.121.015; adding new sections to chapter 43.121 RCW and
repeal i ng RCW 43. 70. 530.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that the years from birth to three are
critical in building the social, enotional, and cognitive devel opnent al
foundati ons of a young child. Research into the brain devel opnent of
young <children reveals that <children are born |[|earning. The
| egislature also finds that the farther behind children are in their
social, enotional, physical, and cognitive developnent, the nore
difficult it will be for them to catch up. The | egislature further
finds that a significant nunber of children age birth to five years are
born with two or nore of the followng risk factors and have a greater
chance of failure in school and beyond: Poverty; single or no parent;
no parent enployed full tine or full year; all parents with disability;
not her wi t hout a high school degree; and no parent fluent in English.
The legislature finds that parents and children involved in hone
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visitation prograns exhibit better birth outcones, enhanced parent and
child interactions, nore efficient use of health care services,
enhanced child developnent, and early detection of devel opnental
del ays, as well as reduced wel fare dependence, higher rates of schoo

conpletion and job retention, reduction in frequency and severity of
mal treat ment, and hi gher rates of school graduation. The |egislature
intends to pronote the use of voluntary hone visitation services to
famlies at high risk of «child abuse or neglect as an early
intervention strategy to alleviate the effect risk factors have on
child devel opnent.

Sec. 2. RCW43.121.015 and 1988 ¢ 278 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter, the followng terns have the neanings
i ndi cated unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Child" nmeans an unnarried person who i s under eighteen years
of age.

(2) "Council"™ nmeans the Washington council for the prevention of
child abuse and negl ect.

(3) "Evidence-based" neans a program or practice that has had
multiple site randomcontrolled trials across heterogeneous popul ati ons
denonstrating that the program or practice is effective for the
popul ati on.

(4) "Hone visitation" neans providing services in the pernmanent or
tenporary residence, or in other famliar surroundings, of the famly

receiving such services.

(5) "Primary prevention" of child abuse and neglect neans any
effort designed to inhibit or preclude the initial occurrence of child
abuse and neglect, both by the pronotion of positive parenting and
famly interaction, and the renedi ation of factors |linked to causes of
child mal treatnent.

((£4)1)) (6) "Research-based" neans a program or practice that has
sone research denonstrating effectiveness, but that does not yet neet
the standard of evidence-based practices.

(7) "Secondary prevention" nmeans services and progranms that
identify and assist famlies under such stress that abuse or neglect is
likely or famlies display synptons associated with child abuse or
negl ect .
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Wt hin avail abl e funds, the council shall fund evi dence-based and
research-based prograns for hone visitation for inproving parenting
skills and outcones for children. Honme visitation progranms nust be
voluntary and nust be directed at famlies at high risk of child abuse
and negl ect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. RCW 43.70.530 (Hone visitor progran) and
1998 ¢ 245 s 75 & 1993 ¢ 179 s 2 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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