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SENATE BI LL 5807

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stevens and Hargrove

Read first tine 02/01/2007. Referred to Commttee on Human Services
& Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to child protective services pilot prograns; adding
a new section to chapter 44.28 RCW creating new sections; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the need to test
i nnovative practices designed to inprove the efficacy and efficiency of
child protective services investigations. The state has an inportant
interest in helping to pronote healthy, safe relationships between
children and famlies. The state also has an interest in encouraging
intensive training and a supportive team approach for social workers
who are commtted to investigating the nost difficult child protective
servi ces cases.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The secretary of the departnment of socia
and health services shall establish an intensive child protective
services training pilot programin tw field offices of the children's
adm ni strati on. In selecting the two field offices to participate in
the program the secretary shall endeavor to:
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(1) Site one in an urban office and the other in a rural office;
and

(2) Site the intensive child protective services training pilot
offices in offices other than those sel ected pursuant to section 4 of
this act, to the extent necessary to facilitate evaluation of the pil ot
programresults

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The social workers who participate in
the intensive child protective services training pilot program shal
recei ve basic investigative training at the crimnal justice training
center, operated by the crimnal justice training conm ssion, in such
areas as interview ng wtnesses, analyzing and preserving evi dence, and
witing investigation reports. The training through the crimnal
justice training comm ssion may al so include courses in staff safety,
including basic self-defense and handling volatile situations.
Participants in the pilot programmy al so receive specialized training
in drug investigations.

(2) The social workers who participate in the intensive child
protective services training pilot programshall receive training from
medi cal experts or child psychologists in such areas as recognizing
physi cal abuse injuries to children and assessing whether children
present synptons of self-nutilation or self-harm

(3) The children's admnistration may provide other courses of
advanced training to social workers who participate in the pilot
program in such areas as advanced critical thinking, analysis, and
techni ques for conbating confirmatory bias. For the purposes of this
section, "confirmatory bias" neans the inclination to enphasize
evidence that tends to support a preexisting conclusion, rather than
continuing to objectively anal yze new evi dence.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The secretary of the departnment of socia
and health services shall establish a teaminvestigation pilot program
for child protective services social workers in tw field offices of
the children's adm ni stration. In selecting the two field offices to
participate in the program the secretary shall endeavor to:

(1) Site one in an urban office and the other in a rural office;

and
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(2) Site the teaminvestigation pilot offices in offices other than
those selected pursuant to section 2 of this act, to the extent
necessary to facilitate evaluation of the pilot programresults.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The supervisors in the offices
participating in the team investigation pilot program shall assign
social workers in teans of two in cases in which

(a) Areferral is particularly urgent and an investigation nust be
undert aken and conpl eted qui ckly;

(b) Areferral involves conplex or anbi guous facts, as reported; or

(c) Multiple referrals have been made, involving simlar facts and
the sane famly or child.

(2) Ateamof two social workers responding to an urgent or conpl ex
case may include one team nenber who is nore experienced than the
other, if a nore experienced social worker is available to respond to
the referral.

(3) Investigative responsibilities, such as gathering evidence
through the case and managenent information system or interview ng
W t nesses, may be split between nenbers of the investigative team

(4) Court appearances and preparati on may be handl ed by one nenber
of the team or the other.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 44.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The joint legislative audit and review commttee shall evaluate
the intensive child protective services training pilot programand the
teaminvestigation pilot programand nmake a prelimnary report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2009, and a final report by May 1, 2010.

(2) The joint legislative audit and review commttee shall design
its evaluation of the intensive child protective services training
pil ot programand the teaminvestigation pilot programto determne if
the pilot prograns:

(a) Produce nore efficient investigations, wth reports being
conpl eted nore quickly;

(b) Enhance staff norale and staff retention, as conpared to other
field offices;

(c) Generate higher quality reports, with docunented evidence that
clearly supports findings of abuse or negl ect;
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(d) Reduce the nunber of child abuse and neglect allegations
i nvolving the sane children and famli es;

(e) Reduce the nunber of continuances or delays in court
proceedi ngs; or

(f) Reduce the nunber of dependency petitions that are dism ssed
because there is insufficient evidence or there are problens with case
i nvestigations or docunentation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) Sections 1 through 5 of this act expire
July 1, 20009.
(2) Section 6 of this act expires July 1, 2010.

~-- END ---
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