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SENATE BI LL 5731

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Delvin, Berkey, Sheldon, Tom QCem g, Rasnussen,
Pri denmore, Roach, Jacobsen and Kohl - Wl | es

Read first tine 01/30/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to educating students in high demand fields;
creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The state of Washington | eads the nation in
provi di ng enpl oynent for people with baccal aureate degrees, but only
ranks thirty-sixth in the nation in the production of degrees.
Beginning in 2007 it is estimated that for job openings in Washi ngton
that require a bachelor's degree, forty-seven percent will be in fields
identified as high demand or high inpact, but that only fourteen
percent of Washi ngton students each year graduate with degrees in one
of these fields. Washi ngton ranks anong the top ten states in
scientists and conputer specialists enployed per capita and | eads the
nation in engineers enployed per capita, but nust inport enployees to

nmeet enpl oyer denands. Therefore, the legislature finds that
Washi ngton needs to produce eight to ten thousand additiona
baccal aureat e degrees per year so that Washington enployers w il not

have to | ook out of state to find enpl oyees.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Acommttee on the education of students
in high demand fields is established to:

(a) Develop a plan to increase the <capacity of WAashington
institutions of higher education by ten thousand students per year by
2020 to produce baccal aureate and advanced degrees in high inpact, high
demand areas of study;

(b) Develop a nmarketing project to inform students, parents, and
educators of opportunities in high demand fi el ds;

(c) Investigate ways to notivate students to take nore nat hematics
and science courses in high school and col |l ege; and

(d) Identify ways that the business community can enter into nore
partnerships with the state to ensure that Washington institutions of
hi gher education produce graduates in high demand fields that are ready
and able to find enpl oynent in WAshi ngton.

(2) The commttee shall consist of:

(a) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, appointed by the
speaker of the house of representatives;

(b) Two nenbers of the senate, appointed by the president of the
senat e;

(c) One person representing the higher education coordinating
board, appointed by the director of the board,

(d) One person representing the state board for comunity and
techni cal coll eges, appointed by the director of the state board;

(e) One person representing the office of the superintendent of
public instruction, appointed by the superintendent of public
i nstruction;

(f) One person representing each of the follow ng, appointed by the
gover nor:

(i) The labor council;

(11) The council of presidents; and

(ti1) The prosperity partnership; and

(g) A graduate student nenber of the Washington student | obby,
appoi nted by the governor.

(3) The commttee shall report its findings and reconmendations to
appropriate commttees of the |legislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

(4) This section expires Decenber 31, 2007.

~-- END ---
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