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SENATE BI LL 5674

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Haugen, Fairley and Kline

Read first time 01/29/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to water district conm ssioner candidates; and
anendi ng RCW 57. 12. 039.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA57.12.039 and 2001 c 63 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Notw thstanding RCW 57.12.020 and 57.12.030, the board of
comm ssioners nmay provide by mjority vote that subsequent
conmm ssioners be elected from conmssioner districts wthin the
district. If the board exercises this option, it shall divide the
district into three, five, or seven if the nunber of conmm ssioners has
been increased wunder RCW 57.12.015, conm ssioner districts of
approxi mately equal popul ation follow ng current precinct and district
boundari es.

(2) Comm ssioner districts shall be used as foll ows: (a) Only a
registered voter who resides in a commssioner district may be a
candidate for, or serve as, a commssioner of the conm ssioner
district; and (b) only voters of a comm ssioner district may vote at a
primary to nom nate candi dates for a conm ssioner of the conm ssioner
district. If the comm ssioner district has fewer than one hundred
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residents, and if the filing period is reopened for a district
comm ssi oner under RCW 29A.24.171 or 29A.24.181, any registered voter
who resides or holds title or evidence of title to land in the district
may file as a district comm ssioner candidate. Voters of the entire
district my vote at a general election to elect a person as a
conm ssioner of the comm ssioner district. Comm ssioner districts
shall be redrawn as provided in chapter ((29-#8)) 29A.76 RCW

(3) In districts in which commssioners are nomnated from
comm ssioner districts, at the inception of a five-nenber or a seven-
menber board of conm ssioners, the new conm ssioner districts shall be
nunbered one through five or one through seven and the i ncunbent
comm ssioners shall represent up to five commssioner districts
dependi ng on the anmount of comm ssioners. |[If, as a result of redraw ng
the district boundaries two or three of the incunbent conm ssioners
reside in one of the new conm ssioner districts, the conm ssioners who
reside in the same comm ssioner district shall determ ne by |ot which
of the first three or five nunbered comm ssioner districts they shal
represent for the remainder of their respective terns. A primary shal
be held to nomnate candidates from the remaining districts where
necessary and comm ssioners shall be elected at |large at the genera
el ecti on. The persons elected as conmm ssioners from the remaining
conmi ssi oner districts shal | t ake of fice i mredi ately after
qualification as defined under RCW ((29-06+-135)) 29A. 04.133.

~-- END ---
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