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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5548

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kline, Hargrove and Carrell)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to statew de standards for adult and juvenile
probation officers; creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that there is a need
to consider statewide standards for adult and juvenile probation
of ficers supervising adult m sdeneanant and juvenil e of fenders.

Wiile probation officers are required to conplete training and
educational requirenents provided by the crimnal justice and training
comm ssion, currently there are no statew de standards for probation
and no accreditation program in use. The adoption of statew de
standards or an accreditation programfor adult and juvenile probation
officers may help to provide inproved staff training and devel opnent,
better defense against lawsuits through inproved docunentation,
inproved staff norale and professionalism a safer environnment for
staff and offenders, and potentially reduced liability insurance costs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Washington adm nistrative office of
the courts is requested to convene and staff a work group to review
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alternatives and recommend statewi de standards or an accreditation
program for probation officers who supervise adult m sdeneanant
of f ender s.

(2) The work group should be conposed of representatives from

(a) The district and municipal court judges' association;

(b) The Washi ngton state association of counties;

(c) The association of WAshington cities;

(d) The m sdeneanant corrections association;

(e) The crimnal justice training comm ssion; and

(f) Liability insurance providers for |ocal governnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington adm nistrative office of
the courts is requested to convene and staff a work group to review
alternatives and recommend statewi de standards or an accreditation
program for probation officers who supervise juvenile offenders.

(2) The work group should be conposed of representatives from

(a) The WaAshi ngton association of juvenile court adm nistrators;

(b) The superior court judges' association;

(c) The Washington state association of counties;

(d) The crimnal justice training comm ssion; and

(e) Liability insurance providers for |ocal governnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. In reviewng standards or accreditation
options, the work groups shoul d consi der:

(1) Defining caseload |evels appropriate for each Ilevel of
probation officer;

(2) Defining case nmanagenent and probation services to offenders
referred by a nmunicipal court, district court, or juvenile court;

(3) Defining the types of probation services that are to be
covered, including alternative sentencing prograns, such as electronic
home nonitoring, community service, day reporting, and other types of
prograns as inplenented to effectively mnmanage jail or juvenile
detention popul ati on;

(4) Specifying appropriate supervisory work responsibilities for
each level of probation officer, including distribution of caseload
functions and court referrals, workload organization and assignnent,
monitoring of work conpletion, recommendations of work procedures,
assisting with hiring and evaluation processes, recomendations for
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corrective action, and fornmulating and maki ng recommendations to the
court on the dispensation of referred cases based on judgnent of
i ndi vi dual circunstances;

(5) Defining appropriate case managenent responsibilities of adult

and juvenile probation officers, including neeting wth offenders,
att orneys, and other interested parties; devel opi ng i ndividua
treatment plans; performng skills assessnment; identifying problens;

perform ng counseling; assisting probationers wth participation in
positive activities; assessing social and psychol ogi cal dysfunctions;
providing referrals to community services where appropriate; nonitoring
conpliance and investigating potential or actual violations; conducting
presentenci ng and postsentencing investigations and reports for the
court; testifying in court regarding probationer status as necessary;
and nmmintaining records and docunentation required by the court or
st at ut es;

(6) Accreditation standards devel oped by the Anerican correctional
associ ation and any other appropriate standards in other states; and

(7) Curricula and training needs of adult and juvenile probation
officers to neet proposed standards or accreditation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The work groups are requested to report
their findings and recomendations to the governor and the relevant
commttees of the legislature that deal with judiciary issues by
Decenber 1, 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2007, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act expires Decenber 30, 2008.

~-- END ---
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