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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5517

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by
Senators Berkey, Kauffmn, Haugen, Eide, Kastama, Schoesler, Shin,
Hatfi el d, Keiser, Rasnussen, Kline and Regal a)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to increasing the personal needs allowance for
persons receiving state-financed care; adding a new section to chapter
74.09 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that through the
medi caid program state and federal governnent fund |ong-term care,
mental health, and nedical services for many el derly persons and peopl e
with disabilities, both in institutions and in community alternatives.
The legislature also finds that a significant portion of these
i ndi vidual s' social security benefits is retained by the state to
assist with the cost of their care. The legislature intends that these
individuals retain for their own use a reasonable personal needs
al l onance which may be used to purchase clothing, postage, barber
services, travel, and other personal itens not covered by their care
setting, in order to ensure their autonony and dignity.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to adjust the personal
needs allowance annually to reflect cost-of-living adjustnments to
federal social security benefits for nedicaid-eligible residents in
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institutions and community-based residential settings receiving |ong-
termcare, developnental disabilities, or nental health services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Effective July 1, 2008, and each fiscal year thereafter, the
personal needs allowance shall be adjusted for economc trends and
conditions by increasing the allowance by the percentage cost-of-Iliving
adjustnment for old-age, survivors, and disability social security
benefits as published by the federal social security adm nistration
However, in no case shall the personal needs allowance exceed the
maxi mum personal needs all owance perm ssi ble under the federal social
security act.

~-- END ---
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