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S-1767. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5472

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Conmttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kastanmm, Holnguist, Rasnussen, Regala, Marr,
Carrell, Hargrove, Roach, Jacobsen, Kilnmer, Sheldon, Swecker, Shin,
Franklin, denments and Kei ser)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 26/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot programfor famly counseling; creating
a new section; and maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The secretary of the departnent of
health shall establish a pilot program to provide nerit checks of no
nore than one hundred dollars to no nore than four hundred fifty
coupl es who conplete a fam ly preparation course. WMatching funds may
be used to increase the nunber of participants in the pilot program
The departnment of health nmust ensure that the adm nistrative cost of
t he program does not exceed five percent of the total allocation. The
pil ot program nust begin no later than January 1, 2008, and continue
for no nore than five years, in a county with a popul ation between
seven hundred twenty thousand and one mllion. Under the pilot
program a man and a wonman who intend to apply for a marriage |license
may, together or separately, conplete a famly preparation course of
not less than four hours with a famly preparation course provider.
The county auditor shall provide to couples interested in applying for
a marriage license in the county, or to a qualified instructor,
certificate of conpletion fornms for the famly preparati on course and
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information that includes a brief explanation of the course of required
instruction, the required length of time of the course, and an
explanation of the qualified instructor requirenents. Wthin ninety
days of applying for a marriage |license, either applicant may verify
conpletion of a famly preparation course by filing wth the departnent
of health a copy of the marriage certificate and a valid certificate of
conpletion from a registered course provider. Conpl eted fornms nust
i ncl ude nanes and addresses of participants, the name and work address
of the course provider, signatures of participants attesting to the
conpletion of the required coursewrk and the required length of
instruction, and the signature of the qualified instructor attesting to
being a qualified instructor and providing the required coursework and
time requirenment for the participants.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a famly preparation course
nmust include instruction regarding:

(a) Conflict managenent;

(b) Communi cation skills;

(c) Financial responsibilities in a marriage; and

(d) Children and parenting responsibilities.

(3) The famly preparation course nust be at |east four hours in
| ength and nust be taken froma qualified instructor who is a:

(a) Licensed psychol ogi st;

(b) Certified social worker;

(c) Certified marriage and fam |y therapist;

(d) Certified nental health counsel or;

(e) Registered counselor with relevant training or coursework;

(f) Provider designated by a famly court judge or comm ssioner; or

(g Oficial representative of a religious institution, if the
representative has relevant training in conflict managenent ,
communi cation skills, financial responsibilities in marriage, and
children and parenting responsibilities.

(4) Any costs of the fam |y preparation course nust be paid by the
appl i cant.

(5) Wien the departnent of health receives a copy of a nmarriage
certificate and a certificate of conpletion of a famly preparation
course issued by a qualified instructor consistent with this section,
the departnent shall, within sixty days, issue a nerit check to the
couple, not to exceed one hundred dollars per married couple.
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(6) The departnment of health's statistics center shall conpile
information on divorced or annulled couples who had previously
participated in a famly preparation course.

(7) The departnent of health shall notify county auditors if there
are no available funds for this pilot program

(8) The departnment of health shall report to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature five years after the conpletion of the
pil ot program The comm ttees shall make recomendati ons on whet her
the program should be initiated statew de based on the results of the
nunber of participants who are still nmarried as opposed to the average
di vorce rate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The sumof forty-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
endi ng June 30, 2009, fromthe general fund to the departnent of health
for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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