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S-0858.1

SENATE BI LL 5454

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Morton and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/19/2007. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Relating to rural public utility districts; adding a new
section to chapter 82.16 RCW adding a new section to chapter 54.16
RCW creating a new section; providing an effective date; and declaring
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 82.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to the limtations in this section, an eligible Iight
and power business may claim a credit against the tax inposed under
this chapter.

(2) The amount of credit is equal to the amobunt of contributions
made in any fiscal year by an eligible light and power business to a
public utility district special needs transportation fund.

(3) The credit under this section shall not exceed twenty-five
t housand dol l ars per fiscal year per eligible |light and power business.

(4) The credit under this section shall be clainmed against taxes
due for the sane fiscal year in which contributions to a public utility
district special needs transportation fund are nmade by the eligible
[ ight and power business. The credit clainmed for each reporting period

p. 1 SB 5454



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNMNMNMNMNMNNMNPEPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPRPREPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o NP WDNPE OO oo N O W DN BEe o

shall not exceed the anbunt of tax otherw se due under this chapter for
the reporting period. Credit earned in any fiscal year shall not be
carried forward or backward and cl ai ned agai nst taxes due for prior or
subsequent fiscal years. Refunds shall not be granted in the place of
a credit. Any unused credit expires.

(5) Any anounts paid to an eligible |ight and power business by
qualified recipients for ADA-conpliant transportation provided or
acquired by the |ight and power business for the qualified recipient
maki ng the paynent shall be deposited into the public utility district
speci al needs transportation fund.

(6) If contributions for which a credit under this section was
claimed are remaining in a public utility district special needs
transportation fund at the tinme that the fund is dissolved or are
otherwi se not used for ADA-conpliant transportation, the light and

power business shall inmmediately repay to the departnent the anount of
taxes against which the credit was clained. Interest, but not
penalties, shall apply to anmounts due wunder this subsection

retroactively to the date the credit was clained, and shall accrue
until the taxes against which the credit was clained are repaid.

(7) Unless the context clearly requires otherw se, the definitions
in this subsection apply throughout this section.

(a) " ADA- conpl i ant transportation” means gener al pur pose
transportation services that neet the requirenents of the Anmericans
with Disabilities Act of 1990, 42 U S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq., applicable
to public entities operating a demand responsive transportation system
For pur poses  of this subsection (7)(a), "demand responsive
transportation systeni neans any transportation system other than a
transportati on systemthat operates along a prescribed route according
to a fixed schedule. Demand responsive transportation systens
typically include services provided by taxis, |inousines, vans, or
shuttl e buses.

(b) "Eligible light and power business" neans a |ight and power
busi ness that:

(i) I's a public utility district authorized under Title 54 RCW and

(1i) Primarily or exclusively serves residents of a rural area.

(c) "Fiscal year" neans a year that begins July 1lst and ends June
30th of the follow ng year.
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(d) "Public utility district special needs transportation fund"
means a fund established by an eligible |ight and power business that
is devoted and used exclusively by the eligible light and power
busi ness in:

(1) Providing or acquiring ADA-conpliant transportation for
qualified recipients; and

(1i1) Acquiring notor vehicles or other transportation equipnent
necessary for the eligible light and power business to provide
ADA- conpliant transportation for qualified recipients.

(e) "Qualified recipient” nmeans any person, including his or her
personal attendants, with a disability or who is at |east sixty years
of age, resides in a rural area, and who because of physical or nental
disability, inconme status, or age is unable to transport hinself or
herself or to purchase appropriate transportation. For purposes of
this subsection (7)(e), "person with a disability" nmeans an i ndivi dual
with a physical or nental inpairnment that substantially limts one or
nmore of the mpjor life activities such as caring for one's self,
perform ng manual tasks, wal king, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing,
| earni ng, or wor ki ng.

(f) "Rural area" nmeans a county that has a popul ation density of
| ess than nine persons per square mle as determ ned by the office of
financi al managenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 54.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Arural public utility district may operate or provide a demand
responsive transportation system wthin the district's limts, for
qualified recipients.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng definitions
appl y:

(a) " Demand responsive transportation systent means any
transportation systemother than a transportation systemthat operates
along a prescribed route according to a fixed schedule. A demand
responsi ve transportation systemincludes services provided by taxis,
I i mousi nes, vans, or shuttle buses. A demand responsive transportation
system does not include anbul ance service.

(b) "Disability" nmeans an individual with a physical or nental
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i npai rment that substantially limts one or nore of the mgjor life
activities such as caring for one's self, performng manual tasks,
wal ki ng, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, |earning, or working.

(c) "Qualified recipient” neans any person, including his or her
personal attendants, with a disability or who is at |east sixty years
of age, and who because of physical or nental disability, inconme
status, or age is unable to transport hinself or herself or to purchase
appropriate transportation.

(d) "Rural public utility district”™ neans a district |located in a
county with a popul ation density of |ess than nine persons per square
mle as determ ned by the office of financial nanagenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act applies to contributions nade to a
public utility district special needs transportation fund, as defined
in section 1 of this act, after the effective date of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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