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SENATE BI LL 5415

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Welles, McAul i ffe, Kei ser, Frankl i n, Murray,
Rasnmussen, Hobbs and Tom

Read first tinme 01/18/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to school health advisory councils; adding new
sections to chapter 28A. 210 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the overall death
rate for those with fewer than twelve years of education is nore than
tw ce that for people with nore education. Students who drop out al so
experience higher rates of early pregnancy and substance abuse and they
often require nore social services of various types. Gaduation rates
in Washington vary significantly by racial and ethnic groups and by
gender. These rates reflect the sane type of disparity that is found
on health indicators of teen pregnancy, chronic disease, and the use of
t obacco, al cohol, and other drugs. Academ ¢ and health outcones are
i nexorably linked. It is the goal of this act to create a systemfor
proactively coordi nati ng approaches to inproving child and adol escent
heal th and educati on outcones in Washi ngton.

School s should do all they can to pronpote student health and well -
being if Washington's anbitious academ c achievenent goals and the
goals of the federal no child left behind act of 2001 are to be
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realistically attained. Schools cannot achieve their primry m ssion
of education if students and staff are not physically, nentally, and
soci ally heal t hy.

Schools often have multiple advisory groups with health-rel ated
m ssions that overlap, which can result in conpetition for resources

and influence. Consolidation of these groups into school health
advisory councils wth broad mssions leads to efficiency,
nonduplication of efforts, and a coordi nated approach to student and
school health. Leadership at the state level is also required. A

purpose of this act is to create a state |evel school health advisory
council to provide guidance on coordination of many efforts that start
in state | evel agencies and organi zati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 210
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington state school health advisory council is created
consi sting of twenty nenbers.
(2) Menbers of the council shall include one representative from

each of the follow ng organizations or agencies: The departnent of
heal th; the Washington acadeny of pediatrics; the Anmerican cancer
society; the University of Wshington school of public health; the
nur si ng comm ssi on; the Washington asthma institute; the famly policy
council; the health and recovery services admnistration; the
children's alliance; the state board of health; the superintendent of
public instruction or the superintendent's designee; the Washington
State University cooperative extension; the Washi ngton association for
health, physical education, recreation, and dance; the WAshington
school nutrition association; the school nurses of Wshington; the
Washi ngton state parent and teacher association; the Washington
education association; the Washington association of school
adm ni strators; the Washington state school directors' association; and
the state board of education.

(3)(a) Council nenbers shall serve for terns of three years except
for the initial nenbers, whose terns shall be staggered so that six
shall serve for one-year terns, seven shall serve for two-year terns,

and seven shall serve for full three-year terns. Menbers nmay serve
nmore than one term | f a vacancy occurs, the organization or agency
that made the original designation shall appoint a person to fill the
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vacancy for the remai nder of the leaving nenber's term Menbers of the
council shall serve wthout pay but my receive reinbursenent for
travel expenses if funds are avail able.

(b) The council shall select fromits nenbership a chair and a
vice-chair who shall each serve a one-year term The chair and vice-
chair may serve nore than one termif selected to do so by the nenbers.

(c) The council shall neet at |east quarterly.

(d) The departnent of health and the office of the superintendent
of public instruction's coordinated school health infrastructure
initiative shall provide office space and staffing for the council.

(4) Powers and duties of the council include but are not limted
to: Mddeling collaboration and coordination of all aspects of school
health prograns; identifying and recomending nodel policies and

procedures that result in efficient uses of resources to inprove
student and school health; devel opi ng nodel program guidelines, sanple
policies, resource lists, and position papers to further the work of
school district health advisory councils, including obesity prevention
strategies; and pronoting the coordi nated school health approach.

(5) The council shall submt an annual report to the legislature on
the progress of the |ocal school health advisory councils and of their
own activities by Decenber of each year

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A 210
RCWto read as foll ows:

The |l egislature intends to develop a grant programto enabl e schoo
districts to establish and maintain a school district health advisory
counci | . A school district may, in its discretion, use the grant
program funds to establish councils at each school wthin the district
in order to assist in nmeeting the requirenents established in this
section. It is the intent of the |legislature that the school district
heal t h advi sory councils:

(1) Assist in the developnment of health policy at the district
| evel ;

(2) Evaluate the status of school and student health, health and
physi cal education, the school environnent, and food service,
counsel ing and support, and health services;

(3) Recommend to the local school board policies and procedures
relating to students with acute or chronic illnesses or conditions;
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health and safety; physical activity, obesity prevention, and
nutrition; contam nants and toxins; delivery of health services; and/or
ot her i1ssues deened appropriate based on the scope and nenbership of
the school district health advisory council;

(4) Coordinate the school district's health and other related
student support services wth other relevant services wthin the

communi ty;
(5) Be conposed of nenbers who broadly represent the conmunity and
education stakeholders including, but not Ilimted to, parents,

students, teachers, health professionals, enployee bargaining units,
school facility staff, educators, district officials, and business
| eaders. The council nenbership should adequately represent school
environmental health, health services, health and fitness education
nutrition services, guidance and psychosocial health, parent and
community invol venent, and staff well ness.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 210
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
all ocate grants fromprivate donations or within anmunts appropriated
for this specific purpose to allow school districts to establish and
mai ntain a school district health advisory council. The grants shal
be awarded on a conpetitive basis. Priority shall be given to
districts that best neet the criteria established in section 3 of this
act .

(2) The school district health advisory council shall hold neetings
at least twice a year and shall biennially report on the status and
needs of student health and safety in the school district to the
schools within the district, the school board, the departnent of
health, and the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(3) The local school superintendent and the |ocal health officer
shall jointly be responsible for the establishnment and mai nt enance of
the school district health advisory council wth assistance from the
Washi ngt on state school health advisory council.

- END ---
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