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SENATE BI LL 5359

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Rockefeller, Poulsen, GCemg, Marr, Pridenore, Regala,
Fraser, Kline and McAuliffe

Read first tinme 01/17/2007. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of the greenhouse gas reporting
study panel; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) There is growng interest in the tracking, registering, and
reduction of greenhouse gas em ssions at both the state and federa
| evel s of governnent. This growng interest is evidenced by
Washi ngton's creation of the Washington center for climate and rura
ener gy devel opnent at Washington State University in 2002, to serve as
a central, nonregulatory clearinghouse of <credible and reliable
informati on addressing various aspects of climte change and clean
energy activities, and the 2003 Wst Coast governor's gl obal warm ng
initiative |aunched by the governors of Wshington, Oregon, and
Cal i fornia;

(2) Although regulatory regines will likely be necessary to create
a framework for greenhouse gas reductions, market nmechanisns will play
an integral role in any plan to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions in the
next century;
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(3) The federal governnent, states, and nunerous private sector
busi nesses in the United States and abroad are discovering that it is
a sound business decision, both financially and environnmentally, to
decrease their greenhouse gas em ssions, through reduced em ssions
and/ or carbon sequestration;

(4) As part of the regulatory and market framework for the
reduction of greenhouse gas em ssions, many states have enacted
greenhouse gas reporting prograns that include a variety of carbon
regi stration and sequestration prograns,;

(5) It is inportant for Washington to analyze the various prograns
in order to determne the best steps for the state to take in order to
protect its citizens and the environnent as well as provide businesses
and owners of agriculture and forest l|ands the opportunity to
participate in the various carbon trading markets and prograns while
reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssi ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The greenhouse gas reporting study pane
is created consisting of the followng nenbers appointed by the
gover nor:

(a) One representative of the governor's office;

(b) The director of the departnment of agriculture or the director's
desi gnee;

(c) The director of the departnment of ecology or the director's
desi gnee;

(d) The director of the departnment of natural resources or the
director's designee;

(e) The director of the departnent of fish and wildlife or the
director's designee;

(f) Two nenbers from the climte academic sector, one from
Washi ngton State University and one fromthe University of Washi ngton,;

(g) One nenber representing the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent;

(h) Two nmenbers fromindustries or businesses that produce carbon
em ssions within the state of Washi ngton;

(i) Two nenbers from conservation or environnmental groups;

(j) Two nenbers representing owners of private forest |ands, one
representative of owners of small private forest I|ands, and one
representative of owners of large or industrial private forest |ands;
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(k) Two nenbers representing producers of field crops, at |east one
of whom actively enploys a mnimumtillage managenent systemin his or
her farm ng operation;

(I') Two nenbers who are producers of |ivestock, at |east one of
whomis actively involved in range managenent;

(m One nenber with expertise in carbon di oxi de em ssions marketing
or trading;

(n) One nenber representing conservation districts in this state;
and

(o) One nenber representing an entity that generates electrica
ener gy.

(2) Menbers of the study panel shall serve w thout conpensation but
shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary expenses as provi ded
in RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03. 060. The Washington climte and rural
energy devel opnent center shal I, subj ect to availability of
appropriations, provide space for neetings of the study panel and shall
provide other assistance and staffing needs of the study panel.
Staffing support shall also be provided by the departnent of comrunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent, the departnment of natural resources,
and the departnent of ecol ogy.

(3) The study panel shall prepare a report describing other state
registry prograns and the opportunities to initiate a statew de
vol untary greenhouse gas em ssions registry in Washington, as well as
the recommended structure of such a registry. The study panel and
report shall al so:

(a) Investigate the feasibility of a carbon em ssions cap and
trading program for the state as a strategy for further reducing
regi on-wi de greenhouse gas enmssions and identifying the effort
required to establish industry or sector-specific reporting and
baselines, qualification of third-party organizations to certify
reported baseline em ssions, developnent of an em ssions tracking
protocol, instituting an em ssions trading nechanism and any other
topics needed to better wunderstand a registry and cap and trade
program and

(b) Investigate the existence or potential for devel opnent of
sufficient regulatory basis for a carbon trading market that can be
accessed by Washington agricultural and forest |andowners, the benefits
and drawbacks of existing nodels in other states as applied to
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Washi ngton, whether the inplenentation of a consistent protocol in al
western states for the accounting of carbon sequestration capacity
value will enhance carbon trading for the land owners, identify and
recommend areas of research needed to better understand and quantify
the processes of carbon sequestration, and other topics decided by the
study panel as necessary to explore in order to neet the charge of the
study panel .

(4) The study panel shall report the results of this study, along
with any recomendation for legislation, to the governor and the
appropriate standing conmttees of the |egislature by Novenber 1, 2007.

~-- END ---
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