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SENATE BI LL 5240

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hatfield, Swecker, Rasnmussen, Schoesler, Mrton and Kei ser

Read first time 01/15/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to powers and authority of port districts; and
amendi ng RCW 53. 04. 010, 53. 04. 150, 53.04.180, and 53.08. 290.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA53.04.010 and 1999 c 306 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Port districts are hereby authorized to be established in the
various counties of the state for the purposes of acquisition,
construction, maintenance, operation, devel opnment and regul ation within
the district, or outside the district pursuant to an interlocal
cooperation agreenent with another public agency as defined in chapter
39.34 RCW or as otherwse allowed under this title, of harbor
i nprovenents, rail or notor vehicle transfer and termnal facilities,
water transfer and termnal facilities, air transfer and term nal
facilities, or any conbination of such transfer and termna
facilities, and other commercial transportation, transfer, handling,
storage and termnal facilities, and industrial inprovenents.

(2) Powers of a port district that is located in a county that has
a contiguous border with another state, and a popul ati on between fifty
and seventy thousand, shall be exercised within the district, except as
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ot herwi se provided by statute or pursuant to an interlocal cooperation
agreenent with another public agency as defined in chapter 39.34 RCW
In addition to other requirements of chapter 39.34 RCW such an
interlocal cooperation agreenent may involve the exercise of a port
district's powers for a port district that is |ocated in a county that
has contiguous borders with another state, and a popul ati on between
fifty and seventy thousand, outside the boundaries of the state of
Washington in whole or in part only if found, by resolution of the port
district comm ssion exercising such authority, to be reasonably
necessary for the effective exercise of the port district's statutory
powers and for the benefit of the inhabitants of the district and the
state of Washington. The resolution nmay be adopted only after a public
hearing of which notice has been published in a newspaper of genera
circulation within the district at |east ten days in advance.

Sec. 2. RCWA53.04.150 and 2000 ¢ 200 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

A port district that is |less than county-w de, and that is |ocated
in a county with a popul ation of Iess than ninety thousand and | ocated
in either the Interstate 5 or Interstate 90 corridor, may petition for
annexation of ((an)) any area ((that—+s—econtiguous—to—itsboundariesy))
within the county that is not located within the boundaries of any
other port district((+)) and contains no registered voters. The
petition nmust be in witing, addressed to and filed with the port
comm ssion, and signed by the owners of not |ess than seventy-five
percent of the property value in the area to be annexed, according to
t he assessed val ue for general taxation. The petition nust contain a
| egal description of the property according to governnent |egal
subdivisions or legal plats, or a sufficient netes and bounds
description, and nmust be acconpanied by a plat outlining the boundaries
of the property to be annexed.

Sec. 3. RCWA53.04.180 and 2000 ¢ 200 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) By a mpjority vote of the commssion, and with the witten
consent of ((aH)) seventy-five percent of the owners of the property
to be annexed, a port commssion of a district that is l|less than
county-wide, and that is |ocated in a county with a popul ation of |ess
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than ninety thousand and located in either the Interstate 5 or
Interstate 90 corridor, may annex, for industrial devel opnent or other
port district purposes, any property ((eentiguous—to—the—distriet-s
boundar+es—and)) wthin the county that is not |ocated within the
boundari es of any other port district.

(2) The witten consent required by subsection (1) of this section
must contain a full and correct |egal description of the property to be
annexed, nust include the signature of all owners of the property to be
annexed, and nust be addressed to and filed with the comm ssion.

(3) If the comm ssion approves annexation under this section, it
shall do so by resolution and shall file a certified copy of the
resolution with the board of county comm ssioners of the county in
whi ch the annexed property is | ocated. Upon the date fixed in the
resolution, the area annexed becones part of the district.

Sec. 4. RCWH53.08.290 and 1981 c 47 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

In addition to the other powers under this chapter, a port
district, in <connection wth the operation of facilities and
i nprovenents of the district, may perform all necessary activities
related to the ((+ntermpdal)) novenent of interstate and foreign cargo:
PROVI DED, That not hi ng contai ned herein shall authorize a port district
to engage in the transportation of comvodities by notor vehicle for
conpensation outside the boundaries of the port district. A port
district may, by itself or in conjunction with public or private
entities, acquire, construct, purchase, |ease, contract for, provide,
and operate rail services, equipnent, and facilities inside or outside
the port district: PROVIDED, That such authority nmay only be exercised
outside the boundaries of the port district if such extraterritorial
rail services, equipnent, or facilities are found, by resolution of the
comm ssion of the port district exercising such authority, to be

reasonably necessary to |link the rail services, equipnent, and
facilities within the port district to an interstate railroad system
however, if such extraterritorial rail services, equipnent, or

facilities are in or are to be located in one or nore other port
districts, the comm ssion of such other port district or districts nust
consent by resolution to the proposed plan of the originating port
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1 district which consent shall not be unreasonably w thheld: PROVI DED
2 FURTHER, That no port district shall engage in the manufacture of rail
3 cars for use off port property.

~-- END ---
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