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SENATE BI LL 5162

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Jacobsen

Read first tinme 01/11/2007. Referred to Conmmittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to creation of a telewrk enhancenent funding
board; and adding a new chapter to Title 47 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that conmuting
accounts for nore trips and mles traveled than any other single
purpose. The legislature also recognizes that tel ework has been found
to reduce comrute trips and provide flexibility for work-rel ated
travel. Additionally, tel ework enables enployers to all ow enpl oyees to
wor k outside of urban areas, which reduces urban conmute trips while
strengthening rural econom es. The |egislature further recognizes that
telework is a key conmponent in a conprehensive transportation demand
managenent package. Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to
decrease traffic <congestion wth the creation of the telework
enhancenent fundi ng board.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, "tel ework” neans a
wor k arrangenent whereby enpl oyees are regularly schedul ed to perform
the normal duties and responsibilities of their positions at |ocations
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ot her than the traditional workplace, through the use of conputers or
t el ecomruni cations. The termincludes persons who are sel f-enpl oyed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The telewrk enhancenent funding board
is created consisting of eight nenbers.

(2) Five nenmbers of the board are voting nenbers appoi nted by the
governor, subject to confirmation by the senate. One of these voting
menbers nust be a cabinet-level appointnment as the governor's
representative to the board. The governor shall appoint one of the
general public nenbers of the board as the chair. The voting nenbers
of the board will be appointed for terns of four years, except that two
menbers initially will be appointed for terns of two years, and three
menbers will initially be appointed for terns of three years. I n
maki ng the appointnents, the governor shall seek a board nenbership
that collectively provide the expertise necessary to provide strong
fiscal oversight of tel ewrk enhancenent projects. The governor shal
appoint at |least three of the voting nenbers of the board no later than
ni nety days after the effective date of this act. Vacant positions on
the board will be filled in the same manner as ori gi nal appoi nt nents.
The governor may renove nenbers of the board for good cause.

In addition to the five voting nenbers of the board, the follow ng
three state officials shall serve as ex officio nonvoting nenbers of
t he board: The secretary of the departnent of transportation, the
secretary of the wutilities and transportation conm ssion, and the
director of the departnent of community, trade, and economc
devel opnent. The state officials serving in an ex officio capacity my
designate a representative of their respective agencies to serve on the
board in their behalf. The designations nust be nmade in witing and in
a manner as specified by the board.

(3) The departnment of transportation shall provide staff support to
the board. For admnistrative purposes, the board is located with the
departnent of transportation.

(4) Menbers of the board who do not represent state agencies w ||
be conpensated as provi ded by RCW43.03.250. Menbers of the board wll
be reinbursed for travel expenses as provided by RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The board is responsible for nmaking
grants and loans for telewrk enhancenent projects and telework
activities fromthe anounts appropriated to the board for this purpose.
To acconplish this purpose the board may:

(a) Provide assistance to grant and | oan applicants regarding the
procedures and criteria for grant and | oan awards;

(b) Make and execute all manner of contracts and agreenments wth
public and private parties as the board deens necessary, consistent
wi th the purposes of this chapter;

(c) Accept gifts, grants, or |loans of funds, property, or financial
or other aid in any form from any other source on any terns that are
not in conflict with this chapter;

(d) Adopt rules under chapter 34.05 RCWas necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this chapter; and

(e) Do all acts and things necessary or convenient to carry out the
powers expressly granted or inplied under this chapter.

(2) The departnent of transportation shall provide all necessary
grants and | oans admnistration assistance to the board, and shall
distribute funds as provided by the board in section 5 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The board shall devel op procedures and
criteria for allocation of funds for tel ewdrk enhancenent projects and
telework activities on a statewde basis to address the highest
priorities for enhancing telework. To the extent practicable the board
shal | adopt an annual allocation of funding. The allocation should
address the acceleration of telework in Wshington. The board may
annual ly establish a maximum anmount of funding available for any
i ndi vi dual project, subject to availabl e funding.

(2)(a) In evaluating, ranking, and awardi ng funds for projects and
activities the board shall give preference to projects that:

(i) Provide incentives to enployers to provide telework
opportunities for enployees;

(ii) Provide incentives and assistance to enployers to | ocate jobs
out si de the congested Puget Sound urban areas; or

(ti1) Assist in developing telecomunications infrastructure in
rural and underserved communities.

(b) In evaluating, ranking, and awarding funds for projects and
activities the board shall also give consideration to projects that:
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(1) Are the nost cost-effective;

(1i1) Have the greatest matched or in-kind funding; and

(tit) WIIl be inplenmented by a sponsor wwth a successful record of
proj ect inplenentation.

(3) The board may waive or nodify portions of the allocation
procedures and standards adopted under this section in the award of
grants or loans to conformto legislative appropriations directing an
alternative award procedure or when the funds to be awarded are from
federal or other sources requiring other allocation procedures or
standards as a condition of the board s receipt of the funds. The
board shall develop an integrated process to manage the allocation of
funding fromfederal and state sources to mnimze delays in the award
of funding while recognizing the difference in state and |egislative
appropriation timng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) Telework projects nust be submtted to
the tel ework enhancenent fundi ng board for funding by January 1lst and
July 1st of each year beginning in 2007. Beginning in 2008, the board
shal|l provide the legislature with a list of the proposed projects and
a list of the projects funded by OCctober 1st of each year for
i nformati onal purposes.

(2) The departnent of transportation shall track all funds
all ocated for tel ework enhancenent projects and telework activities on
behal f of the board, including both funds allocated by the board and
funds allocated by other state or federal agencies for telework
enhancenent .

(3) Beginning in Decenber 2008, the board shall provide a biennial
report to the governor and the legislature on telewrk enhancenent
expendi t ures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The tel ework enhancenent account is created

in the state treasury. Such funds as the legislature directs or
appropriates to the account will be deposited to the account. Moneys
in the account may be spent only after appropriation. Expendi tures

fromthe account nay be used for tel ework enhancenent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The department of transportation shall
provide necessary grants and |oan admnistration support to the
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tel ework enhancenent fundi ng board. The departnment shall also track
t el ework enhancenent expenditures. The departnent shall provide all
necessary adm nistrative support to the board, and the board wll be
| ocated with the departnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 47 RCW

~-- END ---
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