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SENATE BI LL 5120

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Poulsen, Rockefeller, Schoesler, Brown,
Delvin, Hatfield and Kil ner

Read first tinme 01/11/2007. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to requiring a survey on the deploynent of
br oadband technol ogi es anpong households in the state; adding a new
section to chapter 42.56 RCW creating new sections; and nmaking an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that broadband
technol ogi es, which enable the high-speed transm ssion of electronic
information, play a fundanental role in the state's econony, are
essential for electronic comerce and tel ecommuting, and are critical

for 21st century Ilearning and nedicine. However, br oadband
technol ogies are not evenly dispersed and utilized anong the state's
citizens. Rural, inner-city, and | owincome households may be unabl e
to reap the benefits of broadband access. In order to develop a

strategy for encouraging the cost-effective deploynent of broadband
technologies in the state, the legislature intends to identify factors
preventing the wdespread availability and use of br oadband
t echnol ogi es.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall comm ssion a survey on the deploynent of
br oadband t echnol ogi es anobng households in the state. The survey shal
be conducted by an appropriate entity having expertise in the access
and utilization of nodern information technol ogi es anong underserved
popul ati ons.

The survey shall <collect and interpret statistically reliable
geogr aphi ¢, denographic, and tel econmuni cations technol ogy information
to identify any broadband depl oynent disparities in the state. The
survey shall also produce a statistically reliable profile of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Households and businesses in the state with no avail able
br oadband opti ons;

(2) Househol ds and businesses in the state with access to broadband
options, but who choose not to purchase an option; and

(3) Purposes for which broadband is used by households and
busi nesses in the state.

The survey is due by Decenber 31, 2007, and shall be presented to
the appropriate commttees of the | egislature having jurisdiction over
t el ecomruni cations issues. The study may be presented in an el ectronic
form

The followng definitions apply to this act unless the context
clearly requires otherw se:

"Broadband" neans any transm ssion technol ogy capabl e of speeds in
excess of two hundred kilobits per second in at |east one direction.

"CGeographic information" includes postal zip code groupings
representative of the diverse popul ations of the state.
"Denographic information"” includes age, incone, and education

| evel .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 42.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The nanes and identification data of any person, household, or
busi ness participating in a survey under this act are exenpt from
di scl osure under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sum of one hundred sixty-five thousand
dollars, or as nuch thereof as nmay be necessary, is appropriated for
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the fiscal year ending June 30, 2008, from the general fund to the
departnment of community, trade, and econom c developnent for the
purpose of conmssioning a survey on the deploynent of broadband
technol ogi es anong households in the state in accordance with the
provi sions of this act.

--- END ---
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